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P R E F A CE. 


Thought it might be of ſervice if I 
b prefixed to this Poem a few remarks 
* on ſome of the proofs of the Truth 
AW of Chriſtianity. It is required in 
an age like this, when its adverſa- 
ries are ſo vehement in their attacks upon it, that 
its friends ſhould exert themſelves in its defence. 
It is at ſuch a-time inexcuſable in thoſe who know 
the truth and advantage of it, and underſtand any 
of the arguments in its favour, not to ſupport it as 
far as they are able. Not to defend js here almoſt 


as bad as to relinquiſh, 


And now before I enter further upon the fub- 
jet, I will aſſure him who honours me with an 
" Ss attention, 


R - 
attention to theſe. pages, that I mean to treat of it 
in a manner totally devoid ol all improper heat or 
bigotry. I am deſirous of making a manly appeal 
to reaſon. I feel for a man who rejetts the truth 
of the goſpel, as I do for a ſick man who fpurns 
the medicine from him which can relieve him. I 
would forbear in a diſpute with him from every the 
leaſt approbrious term. I cannot conceive it pol- 
ſible, without a man's underſtanding is perverted, 
that be ſhould think it agreeable to the {garit of the 
Goſpel, that he ſhould treat his antagoniſt in an ar- 
gument with ill nature or intemperance. He ſhould 
learn from that Goſpel, if he is not diſpoſed to it 
from himſelf, to treat him with mildneſs and with 
patience. It ſeems to me alſo to be a conſequence 
of the conviction of truth that one ſhould diſpute 
of it with calmneſs as welt as firmneſs. It appears 
beſt, as our divine poet “ finely expreſſes it, 


By winning words to conquer willing hearts, 
And make perſuaſion do the work of fear. 


Tho proofs of the truth of Chriſtianity are ſo 
various, that I ſcareely know which I ſhall firſt ad- 
duce, The nature of a preface wilt not allow me 
to dwell upon many of them. I ſhall conſine my- 
ſelf therefore to ſome of the moſt important and 
ſatts:atory. It cannot be expected that there will 

be 


*# Milton, in Paradiſe Regained- 


— m * * — _ 7 my * 7 2 


C29 
be much novelty in arguments upon this ſubjett. 
It is uſeful however to engage the attention to ſuch 
arguments, though they have been urged before. 


I ſhall begin with obſervations upon ſome of the 
Prophecies, of which we now ſee the fullfillment, 
or which can be proved by indiſputable evidence 
to have been fullfilled. The diſperſion of the Jews 


was more than three thouſand years ago foretold by 
Moſes, and afterwards by other prophets, and laſtly 


by Chriſt himſelf, in as circumſtantial a manner, 
as any one could deſcribe it, after having ſeen the 
event. Moſes foretels the ſiege and the deſtruction 
of Jeruſalem by the Romans. He fays, (ſpeaking 


to the Jews) ** The Lord ſhall bring a nation a- 


*« gainſt thee from far, from the end of the earth, 
as {wilt as the eagle flieth, a nation whole tongue 
© thou {hall not underſtand : a nation of fierce 


e countenance, which ſhall not regard the perſon 


of the old, nor ſhew favour to the young. And 
„ he ſhall eat the fruit of thy cattle, and of the 
fruit of thy land until thou be deſtroyed : which 
{© alſo ſhall not leave thee either corn, wine, or 
oil, or the increaſe of thy kine, or flocks of thy 
** ſheep, until he have deltroyed thee. And he 
** ſhall beſiege thee in all thy gates, throughout 
all the land which the Lord thy God hath given 
„ thee. And thou fhalt cat the fruit of thine own 
body, the fleſh of thy ſons and of thy daughters, 
* (which the Lord thy God hath given thee) in 

ec the 


- 
. 
— vw — — — 


— 0-3 
the ſiege and in the ſtraitneſs, wherewith thine 
« 6nemies ſhall diſtreſs thee *.“ And afterwards 
he ſays, And ye ſhall be left few in number, 
+ whereas ye were as the ſtars of heaven for multi- 
e tude, becauſe thou wouldeſt not obey the voice 
of the Lord thy God. And it ſhall come to pals, 
that has the Lord rejoiced over you, to do you 
good, and to multiply you: ſo the Lord will re- 
joice over you, to deſtroy you, and to bring you 
to nought: and ye ſhall be plucked from off the 
land, whither thou goeſt to poſſeſs it. And the 
Lord ſhall ſcatter thee among all people, from 
the one end of the earth even unto the other, 
and thou ſhalt ſerve other gods, which neither 
* thou nor thy fathers have known, even wood 
and ſtone. And among thole nations ſhall thou 
find no caſe, neither ſhall the ſole of thy foot 
have reſt, but the Lord ſhall give thee there a 
« trembling heart, and failing of eyes, and forrow 
of mind +.” And Jeremiah ſays, And of your 
e brethren that are not gone forth with you into 
% captivity : Thus faith the Lord of hoſts, Behold, 
„ vill ſend upon them the ſword, the famine, 
and the peſtilence, and will make them likevile 
© figs, that cannot be caten, they are fo evil. And 
I will perſecute them with the ſword, with the 
** famine, and with the peſtilence, and will deliver 
them to be removed to all the kingdoms of the 
1 | earth, 

* Deuteronomy, chap. xxv:1. ver. 40. 
+ Deuteronomy, chep. Xxviii. ver, G2, 


AR. 


1 N to be a curſe, and an aſtoniſhment, and 

- an hiſſing, and a reproach, among all the nations 
« whither I have driven them “.“ And Our Sa- 
viour ſays of them, And they ſhall fall by the 
edge of the ſword, and {hall be led away captive 
into all nations: and Jeruſalem be trodden down 


+: of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles 
be fulfilled +.” 

It cannot be ſaid that theſe Prophecies were 
written after the event, {which 1s the evaſion that 
moſt unbelievers fly to from the argument drawn 


in favour of Chriſtianity, from the completion of 


what has been foretold by the ſacred writers) for 
we now this very day, ſee the event taking place. 


It is known by every one, that the Jews are now 
** plucked off from their land,” that they are now 


** ſcattered among all people, from the one end of 


the earth, even unto the other.” It is beyond a 


doubt that many of them have joined in the idola- 
tries of the Roman Catholics, through the terrors 
of the inquiſition, that they have ſerved other 
gods, which neither they nor their forefathers 


„have known, even wood and ſtone.” Who is 


ignorant that the Jews are now, „a curſe, and an 
* aſtomiſhment, and a hiſſing, and a reproach,” 
in every part of the globe, and that Jeruſalem 
is trodden down of the Gentiles ?”...Every one 
ho 
* Jermiah, chap. xxix. ver. 16, 17, 18. | 
+ Luke chap. xxi, ver, xxiv. 
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many particulars in regard to the preſent diſperſion 


-cular inſpiration of him who foreſees all events. If 


trodden down of the Gentiles, have been uttered 


(8) 


who has read hiſtory alſo knows, that the Romans 
« beſieged Jerufalem in all her gates,” and that 
all the particulars which Moſes foretold in regard 
to the ſiege, actually happened. It is not poſlible 
with the leaſt appearance of reaſon to alcribe theſe 
prophetic deſcriptions to chance. Such an extra- 
ordinary, ſuch a fingular event, as the diſperſion 
of a nation without their extinction, had never hap- 
pened before the prophecy tnat the Jews would be 
diſperſed. Nor had Moſes, and the other prophets 
who declared it, (in the writings of whom we find 


of the Jews, deſcribed perhaps in a more livcly 
and juit manner, than any one could at this day 
deſcribe them, after having diligently confidered 
the living particulars themſelves) nor had they any 
reaſon to ſuppoſe, not only from experience, but 
from the contemplation of human affairs, that ſuch 
an event would ever happen. They could only 
have uttered theſe prophecies, through the parti- 


theſe prophecies therefore of the ſiege of Jeruſalem, 
of the diſperſion of the Jews, of Jeruſalem being 


through the particular inſpiration of God, it is the 
part of realon to believe that thoſe who uttered 
them came from God, that their writings or doc- 
trines are divine, and in ſhort, that Chriſtianity is 
a true and certain revelation. 


I will 


(PF. 
I will now make fome obſervations up6n the fa- 
mous prophecy of Daniel in regard to the Meſſiah. 


« Seventy weeks are determined upon thy peo- 
ple, and upon thy holy city to finiſh the tranſ- 
greſſion, and to make an end of ſins, and to 
% make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in 
« everlaſting righteouſneſs, and to ſeal up the viſion 
and prophecy, and to anoint the moſt Holy. 
© Know therefore and underſtand that from the 
going forth of the commandment to reſtore and 
to build Jeruſalem unto Meſſiah the Prince 
© ſhall be ſeven weeks and threeſcore and two 
«© weeks the ſtreet ſhall be built again and the wall 
even in troublous times. And after threeſcore 
and two weeks ſhall Meſſiah be cut off, but not 
« for himſelf, and the people of the prince that ſhall 
come, ſhall deſtroy the city and the ſanctuary, 
* and the end thereof ſhall be with a flood, and 
** unto the end of the war deſolations are deter- 
* mined. And he ſhall confirm the covenant with 
* many for one week, and in the midſt of the 
« week he ſhall cauſe the ſacrifice and the oblation 
** to ceaſe, and for the overſpreading of abomi- 
nations he ſhall make it deſolate, even until the 
** conſummation, and that determined fhalt be 
** poured upon the deſolate *.“ 


B before 


* Daniel, chap. ix. ver. 24. 


0 ( 10 ) ** - 

_ Before I enter into the inveſtigation of the par- 
_ ticular parts of this prophecy, it is neceſſary 1 
think to obviate the objections which may be made 
by unbelievers, (to whom I chiefly addreſs mylelf) 
in regard to the fairneſs and propriety of inter- 
preting theſe ſeventy weeks, mentioned by the 
Prophet, as four hundred and ninety years. A 

week in the language of the Prophets ſometimes 
means ſeven years, and a day is by them uſed for 
a year. This will appear to be ſo, not by any 
forced or unnatural conſtruttion of their language, 
but from their own expreſs declarations. It is 

ſaid in Genelis, © Fulfil her week, and we will 

give thee this alſo, for the ſervice which thou 

„ ſhalt ſerve with me, yet ſeven other years “.“ 

In Numbers, © After the number of days in which 

ye ſearched the land, even forty days, (each day 

for a year,) ſhall ye bear your iniquities, even 

** forty years +.” And in Ezekiel; © And thou fhalt 

bear the iniquity of the houſe of Judah forty days: 

I have appointed thee each day for a year \.” 

It a day therefore in the prophetic language means 

a year, and a week (or ſeven days) is to be under- 

Rood for ſeven years, ſeventy weeks will ſignify 

four hundred and ninety years. With this point 

being ſettled I will go on with my comments on the 

prophecy. The Prophet ſays, ** Sevemty weeks are 

determined upon thy people, and upon thy holy 

c City 


* Chep. xxix. ver. 27. + Chap. xiv. 34. Chap. iv. ver. 6. 
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city, to finiſn the tranſgreſſion, and to make an 
« end of fins, and to make reconciliation for ini- 
« quity.” That is, in about four hundred and 
ninety years, there ſhall come to * thy holy city,” 
that is, to Jeruſalem, (for the angel delivers from 
his own mouth the prophecy to Damel) a ſpiritual 
deliverer ; © to bring in everlaſting righteouſneſs,” 
who ſhall teach a goſpel that ſhall prevail for ever, 
« and to ſeal up the viſion and the prophecy, and 
„to anoint the moſt Holy,” and in whoſe moſt 
ſacred character the prophecies ſhall be compleat. 
Now let me aſk in the name of candor, to whom 
this can poſſibly relate but to Jeſus Chriſt? Is 
there any other perſon to whom we can with the 
leaſt appearance of reaſon apply the prophecy ? 
the character is fo particular as not to be in the 
leaſt compatible with any one elſe. The time olſo 
that the Prophet mentions 1s definite. He has put 
his knowledge of futurity to the faireſt teſt that 
can be conceived. He declares the very time when 
the Meſſiah is to appear. If the Meſſiah does ap- 
pear therefore at the time he mentions, one would 
think that the moſt ſtubborn unbeliever would ac- 
knowledge that as he was a true Prophets he was 
preter-naturally inſpired by God, and that there is 
ſome reaſon to believe that Chriſtianity is a divine 
revelation. And that the Prophet uttered a true 
prophecy, is beyond a doubt. For we find that 
four hundred and ninety years aſter © the com- 
mandment to reſtore and to build Jeruſalem,” (from 


B 2 which 


Gu 
which period the ſeventy weeks are to begin) the 
Meſſiah, that is, Jeſus Chriſt, died. From the 
ſeventh year of Artaxerxes when Ezra * went up 
from Babylon to Jeruſalem with a commiſſion to 
reſtore the government to the Jews, to the death of 
Chriſt, (from anno Nabonaſſar 290, to anno Na- 
bonaſſar 780) is exactly four hundred and ninety 
years, or © ſeventy weeks.“ 


If in anſwer to this method of reaſoning it ſhould: 


be urged, that no ſatisfactory concluſion can be 


drawn from a prophecy, which is ſo obſcure, fo 
enveloped! with myſtery, as to appear like a rid- 
dle, I muſt obſerve that this ſeeming obſcurity 
proceeds from our unjuſtifiable indolence in not 
having given the prophetic language the attention 


it merits. To one well read in the Old Teſtament, 


there would be no difficulty in comprehending the 
meaning of the Prophet. And it appears from the 
ſacred writings, and from profane authors, that the 
Jews univerſally agreed in calculating theſe ſeventy 
weeks as fqur hundred and ninety years. It appears 
that they eagerly expected the Meſſiah at the time 
of Our Sayiqur's appearance upon earth, St. Luke 
fays of Simeon, And the ſame man was juſt and 
. * deyout, waiting for the conſolation of Iſrael +.” 


And 


 _ * Vide Ezra, chap. vii. ver. 6. to the concluſion of the chapter: 
and Dr. Clarke's Evidencey of Natural and Revealed Religion, pag, 


29, ' 
| . +. Chap, 2. vcr, 29. 
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And again, of Anna the prophetefs, And fhe 
« coming in that inſtant gave thanks likewiſe unto 
« the Lord, and ſpake of him to all them that 
© looked for redemption in Iſrael .“ Tacitus, 
(when ſpeaking of the deſtruction of Jeruſalem) 
mentions that many of the Jews expetted, that at 
that time, a great prince would ariſe in Judea, 
Suetonius in his Life of the Emperor Veſpaſian, 
ſays, that ſuch an expectation had without inter- 
miſſion, for a long time, prevailed over all the 
eaſt, that it induced the Jews to rebel, from whence 
they put to death a Roman General, and ſeized 
the eagle. His words are, Percrebuerant Oriente 
toto vetus et conſtans opinio, eſſe in fatis ut eo 
tempore Judza profetti rerum potirentur. Id de 
imperatore Romano quantum eventu poſtea præ- 
dictum patuit, judæi ad ſe trahentes rebellarunt; 
© * ceſoqueprepolito, legatum-inſuper Syriæ conſula- 

* *© rem ſuppetias ferontem, rapta aquila fugaverunt.“ 
We find in St. Matth. + that the Eaſtern Magi at the 
birth of Chriſt, upon the appearance of his ftar in 
the eaſt (which appearance 1s alſo mentioned by a 
Pagan author) came to Jerufalem to enquire for 
the King of the Jews. They were full of the ex- 
peQtation which had taken poſſeſſion of the minds of 
every one in the eaſt. And Herod ſuſpeQing that 
his kingdom would be wreſted from him by this 
new king that was to ariſe, (as we are told by the 
Evan- 


* St. Luke, chap. ii. ver, 38. + Chap. ii. ver. 112. 
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Evangeliſt)-* ſent forth and ſlew all the children that 
% were in Bethlehem and in all the coaſts thereof, 
« from two years and ünder *.“ This fact is alſo 
mentioned with a trivial difference by a Pagan au- 
thor ; which -proves that he did not obtain his 
knowledge of it through the channel of the Evan- 
geliſt. Macrobius where he ſpeaks of the witty 
ſayings of the Emperor Auguſtus, mentions one 
that he ſpoke upon his hearing, that Herod King 
of the Jews had killed all the children in Syria, 
under two years of age. He ſays of Auguſtus, 
Cum audiſſet inter pueros quos in Syria Herodes 
Rex Judzorum intra bimatum juſſit interfici, 
filium quoque ejus occiſum, ait melius eſt herodis 
i eſſe porcum, quam filium t“. We find then from 
evidence which can be diſputed by none, that about 
the time of Our Saviour's appearance upon earth, 
the Jews did expect their great prince or Meſſiah 
would ariſe, which is an indiſputable proof that the 
words of the Prophet are to be interpreted in the 
method that Chriſtians agree to interpet them, that 
the © ſeventy weeks” are to be underſtood as four 
hundred and ninety years ; and 1t moreover proyes 

that 


Matth. chap. ii. ver. 16. | 

+ Vide Macrobius, lib. ii. cap. 4.---Voltaire, in that deteſtable 
book, his Philoſophical Dictionary, favs, that there is no Pagan au- 
thor whatever, who mentions the fact of Herod's killing the children 
in Bethlehem, which is related by the Evangeliſts. This paſſage from 
Macrobius manifeſts however that he is miſtaken, and ſhould inform 
his admirers how raſh and how unworthy it 1s of the gravity and 
firmneſs of a man of underſtanding, to be beguiled in regard to his 


deareſt and moſt important intereſts, by the random aſſertions of 
a ha!f-lettezcd declaimer. 


( 153. ) 
that this celebrated paſſage of Daniel is not an in- 
terpolation, that it was not written after the event. 
For from what could have proceeded this expec- 
tation of a Meſſiah's ariſing, but from a prophecy 
that one would ariſe ? It muſt have taken its origin 
from ſome cauſe. But Tacitus however ſays ex- 
preffly, that it proceeded from its being mentioned 
by the antient Prophets of the Jews, that a great 
prince would ariſe among them. His words are, 
Pluribus perſuaſio, inerat, antiquis ſacerdotum 
e litetis contineri eo ipſo tempore fore, ut valeſ- 
* ceret oriens, profectique Judæa rerum potiren- 
* tur,” It is impoſſible however that there could 
be any deception, in regard to an interpolation of 
this paſſage into Daniel, after the event: which is 
the evaſion to which unbelievers have frequently 
recourſe. For have not all the Jews of the pre- 
ſent time the Old Teſtament in their poſſeſſion, in 
which as well as this, are all the other prophecies 
that relate to Qur Saviour ? Do they intimate that 
the prophecies which we ſay relate to Our Saviour, 
are interpolations ? If they were interpolations, if 
they had been fabricated by the followers of Chrift, 
would not ſuch an attempt to deceive, have cauſed 
the Jews to have expoſed the attempt, with the 
moſt furious and active zeal? Does not all that 
the Jews urge in regard to this point amount to 
this, that we who are Chriſtians do not properly 
underſtand, but miſtake the meaning of theſe pro- 
phecies ?---It may be affirmed therefore as an ab- 
| ſolute 
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ſolute certainty, that Daniel wrote this prophecy, 
that it was uttered before the event. And that Je- 
ſus Chriſt is the true Meſſiah, is to be proved with 
equal certainty,---To render which indiſputable, I 
ſhall tranſcribe a paſſage, frem Dr. Clarke's Evi- 
dences of Natural and Revealed Religion, which is 


worthy of the attentive confideration of every ſe- 
rious Enquirer after truth. He ſays “, 


Concerning the Meſſiah it was foretold, Gen. 
xlix. 10. that he © ſhould come, before the ſceptre 
i departed from Judah:” And accordingly Chriſt 
appeared a little before the time, when the Jewiſh 
government was totally deſtroyed by the Ro- 
mans. It was foretold that he ſhould come before 
the deſtruction of the ſecond temple, Hagg. ii. 7. 
e The deſire of all nations ſhall come, and I will fill 
** this houſe with glory, faith the Lord of hoſts ; the 
* glory of this latter houſe, ſhall be greater than of 
e the former :” And accordingly Chriſt appeared, 
ſome time before the deſtruQtion of the city and 
| temple : It was foretold that he ſhould come at the 
end of 490 years, aſter the reſtoring of Jeruſalem 
which had then laid waſte during the captivity, 
Dan. ix. 24. and that he ſhould * be cut off; and 
that, after that, © the city and ſanctuary ſhould be 
e deftroyed and made defolate :” And accordingly 
at that time ſoever the beginning of the four hun- 


dred 


* Vide Dr. Clarke's Evidences of, &c. pag. 388. 


A 


( 17) 


| dred and ninety years can, according to any inter- 
pretation of the words to be fixt ; the end of them 

will fall about the time of Chriſt's appearing ; and it 

is well known how entirely the © city and ſanctuary 
were deſtroyed” ſome years after * his being cut 
off.” It was foretold that he ſhould do many great 

and beneficial miracles ; that * the eyes of the blind 

= < ſhould be opened, and the ears of the deaf un- 
3 | ſtopped,” Ilai. xxxv. 5. that © the lame man ſhould. 
2 leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb ſing:“ 
Wo And this was literally fulfilled in the miracles of 
** Chriſt; The blind received their ſight, Matth. 
1 xi. 5. and the lame walked; the deaf heard, 3 
lt vas foretold that he ſhould die a violent death, 
WE Ifai. liii, chapter {hroughout, and that © not for 
W himſelf,” Dan. ix, 26, but * for our tranſgreſſions.” 

W Iſai. liii. 5, 6. and 12. for © the iniquity of us all,” 
and that he might bear * the fins of many :” All 
which was exactly accompliſhed in the ſufferings of 
Chriſt. It was foretold, Gen. xlix. 10. that © to him” 
ſhould * the gathering of the people be,” and Pſal. 
Wii. 8. that God would “ give him the heathen for 
bis inheritance, and the utmoſt parts of the earth 
or his poſſeſſion;“ which was punctually fulfilled by 
A the wonderful ſucceſs of the Goſpel, and its uni- 
Nerſal ſpreading through the world. Laſtly, Many 
MF minuter circumſtances were foretold of the Meſſiah ; 
chat he ſhould be of the = tribe of Judah,” and of 
8 the ſeed of David;“ that he ſhould be born in 
be toon“ Bethlehem, Mic. v. 2. that he ſhould 
WA D ride 


6 
_ * ride upon an aſs” in humble triumph into the 
city of Jeruſalem,” Zech. ix. g. that he ſhould be 
+ fold far thirty pieces of filver,” Zech. xi. 12. 
That he thould be * ſ{courged, buffeted, and ſpit 
upon,” Ifai. 1. 6 Fhat * his hands and feet” ſhould 
be pierced,” Pal, xxii. 16. That he ſhould be 
numbered among malefattors, Lai. liti. 12. That he 
ſhould have gall and vinegar” offered him to 


drink, Pal. Ixix. 21. That they who faw him cru- % 
cified ſhould ** 1nock” at him, and at his © truſting Wl 
in God to deliver him,” Pſal. xvi. 10. That the 


foldiers ſhould < caſt lots for | his garments,” Pſal. 


xxii. 18. That he ſhould © make his grave with 1 


the rich, Ifai. liii. 9. and that he ſhould riſe again "= 


without © ſeeing corruption,” Pal. xvi. 10. All 5 


Which circumſtances were fulfilled with the greateſt 


poſſible exatlnels in tae perſon of Chriſt : not to 
mention the numberlels ypical repreſentations, 


which had likewiſe evidently their complete ac- Bl 


compliſhment in . And 'us no leſs evident, that 


none of theſe prophecies can pollibly be applied i 


to any other perſon, chat ever pretended to be the 
Meſſiah.“ 


I think it muſt from hence appear indiſputable 6. 
to every delibcrate and fair reaſoner, that all the Ws 
prophecies are not enthukaſtic and vifionary rhap- 2 
ſodies, aud that Chriſtianity is not an idle tale. 1 
The deepeſt philolophers, and the greateſt geniuſes MW 

ny 7 


n 
in the world ®, have, after the matureſt inveſti- 
gation, believed in it: and we may well reply to 
many an unbeliever of the preſent age, in the 
words of the wiſe man, Blame not before thou 


haſt examined the truth, underſtand firſt, and then 
rebuke.” | 


I will now make ſome obſervations on the pro- 
phecies in regard to Popery. Is it poſfible for 


Y any perſon of candor and of good underſtanding, 


„ read the ſecond Epiſtle of St. Paul to the 


| ® Theſſalonians, and not then to acknowledge that 


it contains a deſcription of Popery ? After en- 
W treating them nut to be troubled, as if the day of 
Chriſt was at hand, he writes, Let no man de- 
* ceive you by any means; for that day ſhall not 
** come, except there come a falling away firſt, 

and that man of fin be revealed, the fon of per- 

dition : who oppoſeth and exalteth himſelf above 

all that is called God, or that is worſhipped : ſo 
that he as God fitteth in the temple of God, 
'** ſhewing himſelf that he is God +.” And again, 
«© And then ſhall that wicked be revealed, whom 
the Lord ſhall conſume with the ſpirit of his 
mouth, and ſhall deſtroy with the brightneſs of 


his coming; even him whoſe coming is after the 
IF © working of Satan, with all power, and ſigns, and 


D 2 lying 


* Sir Iſaac Newton, Locke, Bacon, Boyle, Milton, Shakeſpear, 
gave frequent and faithful acknowledgments of the truth of the goſpel, 
+ Second Epiſtle Thell, chap. ii. ver. 3, 4. | 


KN 
«lying wonders, and with all deceivableneſs of un- 
+ righteouſneſs in them that periſh *.“ 


And again, St. Paul, in the firſt Epiſtle to 
Timothy, writes, Now the ſpirit ſpeaketh ex- 
« preſly that in the latter times ſome ſhall depart 
* from the faith, giving heed to ſeducing ſpirits 
and doctrines of devils ; ſpeaking lies in hypocriſy, 
having their conſcience feared wit a red hot 
iron; forbidding to marry, and commanding ta 
abſtain from meats +.” 


Is it poſſible to read the 17th chapter of Re- 
velation, and not allow that it contains a deſcrip- 
tion of popery ? St. John ſays, And there came 
ohe of the ſeven angels which had the ſevenvials, 
and talked with me, ſay ing unto me, Come hither, 
and I will ſhew unto thee the judgement of the 
e great whore, that ſitteth upon many waters; with 
* whom the kings of the earth have committed 


% fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth have 


been made drunk with the wine of her fornication. 
So he carried me away in the ſpirit into the wil- 
% derneſs: and I faw a woman fit upon a ſcarlet 
coloured beaſt, full of names of blaſphemy, hav- 
ing ſeven heads, and ten horns. And the woman 
© was arraycd in purple and ſcarlet colour, and 


** decked 


* Second Epiſtle Theſſ. chap. ii. ver. 8, 9, 10. 
+ Firſt F-iſtle Tim. chnp. iv. ver. 1, 2, 3. 
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(a) 

i decked with gold, and precious ſtones, and pearls, 
having a golden cup in her hand, full of abomi- 
* nations and filthineſs of her fornication. And 
e upon her forchead was a name written, MYSTERY, 
* BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OP HAR- 
* Lors, AND ABOMINATIONS OF THF EARTH. 
& And I ſaw the woman drunken with the blood 
* of the ſaints “, and with the blood of the mar- 
* tyrs of Jeſus h.” And again in the ſame chap- 

ter, 


\ Revelation, chap. xvii. ver. 1-.-7. | 

One can not ſufficiently admire-the juſtneſs and boldneſs of the 
phraſe of © drunken with the blood of the ſaints.” It is finely elo- 
quent. A well known inſtance may be produced out of ren thouſand, 
to ſhew how the, Church of Rome may be made drunken with 
* blood.” On St. Bartholomew's day, about thirty thouſand Pro- 
te ſtants were maſſacred in cold blood, in France: upon the hearing 
of which the Pope went in ſolemn proceſſion to the church of St. 
Lewis to ſing Te Deum, and repreſented the affrightful and deteſta- 
ble ſcene in a magnificent picture, with the inſcription of“ The 
Triumph of the Church.” This ſhould feelingly inform us, how ne- 
ceſſary it is to guard with the extreme of caution, againſt the increaſe 
of Roman Catholics. It is unwiſe to tolerate them, as their princi- 
ples are deſtructive to fociety, as they will when they have the ſtronger 
hand, extripate thofe who differ from them in 2 by fire and 
ſword. This has been proved in the moſt ſatisfattory manner by the 
celebrated Mr. Locke, in his admirable Eſſay on Toleration, to 
which I would wiſh ardently to recommend the reader. It is to be 
remarked, that if any 1 ever wiſhed thro? policy, though no 
Roman Catholic himſelf, to introduce the Roman Catholic 9 
into England, on account of its being favourable to arbitrary power, 
(which one would ſuppoſe a crime nearly equal to that of blaſphemy 
againſt the holy ſpirit of God) he would © 9 — it under the ſpe- 
cious pretence of toleration. It would be the part of madneſs to at- 
tempt, openly and in the face of day, to obtrude it upon the nation. 
In the reign of James the ſecond, the Cabal which directed the go- 
vernment, (which conſiſted of the King, of Lord Sunderland the 
Miniſter, of Father Petre, a Jcſuit and Confeſſor to the Queen, and 
of four Roman Catholic Lords) aimed inſenſibly to draw over the king- 
dom to Popery, by procuring a free admiffion of Roman Catholics into 
** offices, by a toleration of their religion, by a ſuppreſſion of the 
. 3 laws againſt them, and briefly, by confounding the diſtinftion 
** between Roman Catholics and Proteſtants,” Wheneyer A | 
we 


( 22 ) 
ter, And here is the mind which hath wiſdom. 
„The ſeven heads are ſeven mountains on which 
« the woman ſitteth *.” And again, And the 
% woman which thou ſaweſt, is that great city, 
© which reigneth over the kings of the earth +.” 


We have the evidence of hiſtory that St. Paul 
wrote the Epiſtles to the Theſſalonians and to Ti- 
mothy : the point has never been difputed. Eu- 
ſebius & in his Eccleſiaſtical hiſtory ſays, that the 
authority of the Epiſtles to the Hebrews, and of 
ſome others, was for a little while dubious, but they 
were afterwards admitted as genuine. The 'Reve- 
lation alſo by St, John, was for ſome time held 
apocryphal. It is not to be doubted however 
that every part of the New Teſtament, which we 
now hold of authority, was alſo acknowledged to 
be fo, upon the trueſt information, by the firſt 
Chriſtians, in no long time after it was given to 
the world.---All writers upon the ſubjett, who are 
not bigoted followers of the Romiſh Church, a- 
gree that Popery was not eſtabliſhed till ſeveral 
centuries after the appearance of Our Saviour. 
No. one can ſay with the leaſt truth, that it was 
eſtabliſhed more than eleven or twelve bundred 


years 


we find ſuch things done again, 5 matters not whether they are done 
through policy or bigotry) it is the part of every true Chriſtian, and 
god member of ſociety, to adopt thoſe meaſures, which reaſon and 
religion will allow, to refiſt the growing evil. 
* Revelation, chap. xvii. ver 9. f Ver. 18. 


} Vide, Euſebius's Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, lib. vi, cap. 25, | 


( 28 ) 
years ago. In the paſſages which I have quoted 
from the Epiſtles of St. Paul, and from the Re- 
velation, we find as exact a deſcription of Popery, 
as any one could *write at this time. It muſt be @. 
Chriſtian power that St. Paul means, for he de- 
ſcribes it, as fitting in the temple of God,” The 
whole as well as the forbidding to marry, and 
commanding to abſtain from meats,” are fuch plain, 
ſuch remarkable, and ſuch. ſingular features of the 
Roman Catholic Church, that it is impoſſible to 
miſtake it for the deſcription of any other church, 
The very place where this Anti=chriſtian power is 
to appear, is mentioned by St. John, © The ſeven 
mountains on which the woman ſitteth, cannot 
but mean Rome. The Roman, as well as other 
authors, mean Rome, when they ſpeak of the city 


of the ſeven mountains, Virgil*, ſpeaking of Rome, 
lays, 


Septem urbs alta jugis toto quæ prefidet orbi. 
Which now on ſev'n high hills triumphant reigns, 


And in that compaſs all the world contains. 
 Drypen, 
It appears to me impoſſible for the utmoſt inge- 


nuity of ſophiſtry to evade the force of the argu- 
| ment 


Vide Georgics, at the concluding part of the ſecond book. 


64 


ment that may from hence be urged in favor of 
the truth of Chriſtianity. St. Paul and St. John “ 
could not by chance have conjettured that ſuch a 
power as they deſcribe, would exiſt. The idea of 
ſuch a power could only have been impreſſed up- 
on their minds by the particular inſpiration of God. 
For no ſuch power had ever exiſted, and there was 
nothing from the appearance of things upon earth 
at the time they wrote, to make them conceive that 
ſuch a power would ever exiſt. If they have utter- 
ed a prophecy then through the particular and ex- 
traordinary inſpiration of heaven, there is reaſon 
to believe that Chriſtianity is a divine Revelation. 
| Moreover, it may be obſerved that, it is impoſlible 
that any one could have inſerted this deſcription 
of Popery after its appearance, into the Epiſtles of 
St. Paul, and into the Revelation, without a diſ- 
covery of the fraud. There is no author I believe 
who has even ſuſpetted ſuch a deception. And that 
the Epiſtles of St. Paul, which we hold of authority, 
were written by him, and the Revelation by St. 
John, is now as certain as that Salluſt and Tacitus 
produced the hiſtories which are attributed to them. 
That they wrote them in the firſt century, is alfo 

beyond 


Daniel alſo foretold the eſtabliſhment of Popery. He ſpeaks of 
a power, that “ ſhall ſpeak great words againſt the moſt High, and 
&« ſhall wear out the ſaints of the moſt High, and think to change 
times and laws.” Chap. vii. ver. 25. And again, And he ſhall 
* exalt himſelf above every God, and ſhall ſpeak marvellous things 
% againſt the God of Gods, and ſhall proſper till the indignation be 
„ accompliſhed : for that that is determined ſhall be done. Neither 
* ſhall he regard the God of his fathers, nor the deſire of women.” 
Chap. xi. ver. 36, 37+ 
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beyond a doubt. I think it would be difficult to 
ailedze more ſatisfatory proofs in favor of any 
truth. Though this reaſoning is not as concluſive 
2: mathematical demonſtration, yet to a candid 
mind it muſt appear very little leſs. 
1 | | 

I will now proceed to the moſt important point 
of all. the proof of the ResuUrxREcTION of IEsus. 
This is the great corner ſtone through which we are 
to raiſe the noble fabric of a rational and firm be- 
lief. 1 hope therefore my reader will not lament 
my leading him into a long inveſtigation of the 
matter. It is of infinite importance. If it is once 
ſettled, there is no occaſion to dwell for any length 


of time, upon the other proofs of the truth of 


Chriſtianity ; as it muſt be allowed by every per- 
fon of ſound underſtanding, if Jefus roſe from the 
grave the third day after his burial, that Chriſti- 
anity 1s a Divine Revelation : For what reaſonable 
man can imagine that God would raiſe, in a mira- 
culous manner, the dead body of an impoſtor ? 


It will eafily be allowed by every one who can 
reaſon, if a perfon tells us he ſaw a certain thing, 
that if he did not ſee it, he was deceived himſelf when 
he told us ſo, or that he willingly deceived us. The 
Apoſtles declared that they faw Jeſus their maſter, 
ſeveral times after he was crucified, and buried. If 
he did not appear to them, if it was not he, they 
were deccived themſelves in thinking that they ſaw 


| E him 
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him, or they told others that they had ſeen him, 
when they did not imagine they had ſcen him, ill- 
ingly to deceive them. In ſhort, I think it will rea- 
dily be granted, if any one denies the reſurrection of 
Jeſus after his burial, that, he mult ſay the Apoſtles 
were deluded enthuſiaſts, or that they were im- 
poſtors. Now it is my intent to ſhew that they were 
neither deluded enthuſiaſts, nor impoſtors ; and 
therefore that Jeſus did rife again after his burial. I 
will firſt prove that they were not deluded enthu- 


ſiaſts. It muſt be allowed that the evidence of his 


ſenſes, is the beſt evidence that any one can obtain, 
for the truth of any matter. If he cannot be convinc- 
ed by ſuch evidence, we cannot conceive by what 
evidence he can he convinced. If a perſon ſees a 
thing, and hears it, and feels it, he muſt be con- 
vinced that it really exiſts. The Apoltles ſaw, and 


heard, and one of them handled Jeſus, aſter his 
reſurrection. : 


St. Matthew ſays “, when Mary Magdalene and 
the other Mary had ſeen the Angel of the Lord 
at the ſepulchre, they ran to tell Jeſus's diſciples 
of it. And as they went to tell his diſciples, be- 
hold, Jeſus met them, ſaying, All hail. And 
they came and held him by the feet and wor- 
+ ſhipped him. Then ſaid Jeſus unto them, Be 

** Not 


Chap. xxviii. ver. 9, 10. and 16, 17- 


I 

not afraid: Go tell my brethren that they go in- 
W * t6 Galilee, and there ſhall they ſee me.----Then 
« the eleven diſciples went away into Galilee, unto 


a mountain where Jefus had appointed them. And 
ohen they ſaw him, they worſhipped him.“ 


St. Mark ſays *, (when Jeſas had appeared to 
Mary Magdalene and to two of his diſciples,) 
Aſterwards he appeared unto the eleven as they 
i „ ſat at meat, and upbraided them with their un- 
belief and hardneſs of heart, becauſe they be- 
* lieved not them which had ſeen him after he was 
rwriſen. And he ſaid unto them, Go ye.” 


St. Luke ſays +, (ſpeaking of the two diſciples 
W to whom Jeſus had appeared as they were going 
WW to Emmaus,) And they roſe up the ſame hour 
and returned to Jeruſalem, and found the eleven 
gathered together, and them that were with them, 
= laying, the Lord is riſen indeed, and hath ap- 
iN ** peared to Simon. And they told what things 
were done in the way, and how he was known 
of them in breaking of bread. And as they thus 
= ſpcak, Jeſus himſelf Rood in the midſt of them, 
9 and faith unto them, Peace be unto you. But 
WF they were terrified and affrighted, and ſuppoſed 
chat they had ſeen a ſpirit. And he ſaid unto 
We them, . are ye troubled ? and why do thoughts 
I E 2 © ariſe. 


* Chap. xvi. ver. 14, 15, + Chay. xxiv. ver, 33-—45- 


r 

« ariſe in your hearts? Behold my hands and my 
« feet, that it is I myſelf. Handle me and lee for 
* a ſpirit hath not fleſh and bones, as ye ſee me 
% have. And when he had thus ſpoken, he ſhewed 
them his hands and his feet. And while they yt 
* believed not for joy and wondered, he {aid unto 
„ them, Have ye any meat? And they gave him 
* a piece of a hroiled fiſh and of an honey-comb, 


* And he took it, and did eat before them. And 
the ſaid unto them theſe are the words which---". 


St. John ſays “, © Then the ſame day at even- 

** ing, being the firſt day of the week, when the 
* doors were ſhut where the diſciples were aſſem- 
* bled, for fear of the Jews, came Jeſus and ſtood 
* in the midſt, and faith unto them, Peace be unt 
* you. And when he had fo ſaid, he ſhewed untq 
them his hands and his fide. Thea were the diſ- 
ciples glad when they ſaw the Lord.---But Tho- 
% mas one of the twelve called Didymus, was not 
with them when Jeſus came. The other diſciples 
e therefore {a'd unto him, We have ſeen the Lor“. 
** But he ſaid unto them, Except I ſhall fee in his 
hands the print of the nails, and put my finger 
60 into 


* Chap. xx. ver. 19---20.------I would recommend the reader to 


« Obſervations on the Hiſtory and Evidences of the Reſurrection 
« of Jeſus Chriſt, by Gilbert Weſt, Efq;.” If he has ever been 
urzled by objections againſt the Hiſtory of the Reſurrection of ſe- 
8, as It is related_by the Evangeliſts, he will find in theſe Obſer- 
vations a fatisfaftory anſwer to them.---They are qudicious, learned, 


and elegant. 


CF 
* into the print of the nails, and thraſt my hand 
into his fide, I will not believe. And after eight 
days again his diſciples were within, and Thomas 
* with them. Then came Jeſus, the doors being 
e ſhut, and ſtood in the midſt, and ſaid, Peace be 
* unto you. Then faith he to Thomas, Reach hither 
thy finger, and behold my hands, and reach hi- 
ther thy hand, and thruſt it into my fide, and 
„be not faithleſs, but believing. And Thomas 
** anſwered and ſaid unto him, my Lord and my 
God.“. 


I have not quoted all that the Evangeliſts * ſay 
upon the Reſurrection of Jeſus, as I think this fully 
ſufficient to remove every doubt of the Apoſtles 
themſelves being deceived in this matter, of their 
being deluded enthuſiaſts. If the Reſurrection of 
Jeſus was not a truth, they muſt have feigned a 


hiſtory of it, knowing it to be falſe. For the A- 
poltles were ſo far from yielding eaſily to the belief 
of 


*The author of the Acts fays, (ſpeaking of Jeſus and the Apoſtles.) 
© To whom alſo he ſhewed himſelf alive after his paſſion by many 
« infallible proofs, being ſeen of them forty days, and ſpeaking of 
* the things pertaining to the kingdom of God.” Ads 1. g. 


St. Peter ſays, © Him God raiſed up ihe third day, and ſhewed 
© him openly, not to all the people, but unto witneſſes choſen be- 
„ fore God, even unto us who did cat and drink with him, after he 
*« roſe from the dead.” Adds x, 40, 41 


St. Paul ſays, © But God raiſed him from the dead: and he was 
e ſeen many days of them which came up with him from Galilee to 
| 4 Jeruſalem, who are his witneſſes unto the people.” Akts xm, 
30, 3t. And again, He was ſeen of Cephas, then of the twelve: 
« After that, he was ſeen of above five hundred brethren at once.“ 
2 Epil. Corinth. xv. 5, 6. 


6 300 
of the reſurreAtion of their maſter, that they would 
not only not believe Mary Magdalene, and the 
other women who told them of it, but they would 
not upon this matter believe one another. They 
required the moſt ſatisfaftory evidence of their 
ſenſes for its truth, the ſeeing and the hearing him, 
and one of them was totally averſe to its belief, 
till, as well as ſeeing him and hearing him, he 
ſhould thruſt his hand into his ſide. In this matter 
there could be no deluſion. Suppoſe a friend with 
whom I have been ſo intimate as to be almoſt 
daily in his company for three years or more, goes 
for ſome little time into another part of the country, 
and then returns. Is it poſſible I can be miſtaken 
about his perſon, if I again ſee him ſeveral times, 
and if many others with whom he has been as in- 
timate, ſay that it is he? Suppoſe we all fee him 
eat and drink, and we converſe with him upon ſe- 
veral ſubjeas, and ſuppoſe upon ſome of-us having 
doubted the affirmation of others that they had ſeen 
him, he ſhews us ſome marks upon his body, by 
which he was particularly diſtinguiſhed, muſt we not 
relinquiſh all pretentions to reaſon, if we do not 
believe that it is really our friend? Should not we all 
upon this have as good proof, and be as well con- 
vinced, that he was alive, as that we ourſelves were ? 
Is there any truth of which we could be more ſatis- 
faclorily convinced than that he was alive, after he had 
afted in this manner ?--But I will ſorbear--I am aſha- 
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in ſo clear a caſe to ſay more, than I ean maintain 
that it is an abſolute impoſſibility, that the Apoltles 
were deceived i in regard to the reſurreftion of their 
maſter, that is, that they were deluded enthuſiaſts. 
It is as abſolute an impoſhbility, as that any thing 
can at the ſame time, exiſt, and not exift,---I ſup- 
poſe the greater part of thoſe who deny the Reſur- 
rection of Jeſus, will conceive that the Apoſtles 
were impoſtors, that is, that they pretended to 
have ſeen their maſter alive ſeveral days after his 
burial, when they knew they had not ſeen him. I 
ſhall therefore quit this part of the argument, and 
prove that it is morally impoſſible, (that is, impro- 
bable in the higheſt degree) that they were impoſ- 
tors; which is the firſt kind of evidence a circum- 
ines of this nature admits. | 


It will eaſily be granted, chat, = a perſon i in- 
vents and propagates a falſhood, he hopes, pro- 
vided he is not a fool or a madman, that it will ſome 
how or other contribute to his advantage or his 
pleaſure. To invent and propagate a falſhood where 
the inventor is himſelf aſſured that it will bring him 
to ruin, to impriſonment, to infamy, to a cruel 
death, muſt indicate folly or madneſs in the extreme. 
And to impute either of theſe to the Apoſtles, would 
prove him who made the imputation to be poſſeſſed 
of no ſound underſtanding. For the worſt enemies 
 ofChriſtianity have been compelled, tho reluctantly, 
to acknovledge the excellence of its morality. The 


Apoſtles 
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E 
Apoftles in their writings, give every demonſtration 
of a ſober and a clear mind. Their ſtile and their 


doctrine is evidently grave, ferious, and ſimple. 


The Apoſtles knew that the ſevereſt perſecution 
would follow the publication of the reſurrection of 
their maſter. They knew that Peter and John ſoon 


after their divulging it, were with threats command- 


ed by a council of the Jews, that they ſhould ſpeak 
no more in his name ®, They had a little while at- 
ter ſeen one of their brethren ſtoned for avowing 
his zeal for their maſter T; and they knew that 
Herod ſoon after began to perfecute them for 
preaching in his name ; that he for this killed James 
the brother of John, and impriſoned Peter h. They 
were told by their maſter, as they themſelves de- 
clare, to look forward to perſecution and death 
for preaching the goſpel. © They ſhall deliver you 
* up to be afflicted, and ſhall kill you . They 
** ſhall lay their hands on you, and perfecute you, 
delivering you up to the ſynagogues, and into 

« priſons . If they have perſecuted me, they 
vill alfo perſecute you 4. They ſhall put you 
cout of the ſynagogues : yea the time cometh that 
* whoſoever killeth you, will think that he doeth 
God ſervice F. It is impoſſible therefore that 
they could have invented, and have propagated 


the 


See AAs iv. 17,18. | See Luke xxi. 12. 


1 See Adds vii. 59. See John xv. 20. 
See Adds xii-2, 3, 4. 5 See John xvi. 2. 
See Matth. xxiv. 9» 


„ 


the report of the reſurrection of their maſter with- 
out being fools or madmen, and that they were not 
ſo we appeal to the living evidence of their writings. 


Moreover the Apoſtles themſelves declared that 
they looked forward to perſecution and death for 
preaching the goſpel. St. Paul ſays, (and he tho' 
not one of the firſt Apoſtles was an eye- witneſs of 
Jeſus's reſurrection, and in this may be eſteemed the 
mouth of his brethren) ** The Holy Ghoſt witneſſ- 
eth in every city, ſaying, that bonds and afflic- 
tions abide me.” And again, * For I think that 
+ God hath ſet forth us the Apoſtles laſt, as it 
« were appointed unto death. For we are made a 
© ſpectacle unto the world, and to angels, and to 
men. Even to this preſent hour we both hunger 
* and thirſt, and are naked, and are buffeted, and, 
© have no certain dwelling-place ; and labour work - 
ing with our own hands: being reviled, we bleſs; 
being perſecuted, we ſuffer it; being defamed, 
« we entreat : we are made as the filth of the earth, 
e and are the off. ſcouring of all things unto this 
day *. From this we find there can be no ground 
whatever for urging that the Apoſtles might have 
expected ſome worldly advantages from propagat- 
ing the goſpel. It is too certain to be denied, or 
doubted, that they expetted the perſecution they 
received, And when they met with it, they bore 

| V it 


* t Corinth: chap. iv. ver. 9—14. 


($4 ) 
it with chearfulneſs, and joy, The author of the 
Aas ſays, ** And when they had called the Apoſtles 
and beaten them, they commanded that they 
e ſhould not ſpeak in the name of. Jelus, and let 
them go. And they departed from the preſence 
© of the council, rejoicing that they were counted 
« worthy to ſuffer ſhame for his lake *.”” And from 
this I think a very ſtrong argument may be urged 

for the . Apoſtles having known that what they al- 
ſerted was a truth. For let me aſk in the name of 
common ſenſe, from what this cheartulnels and this 
joy could have proceeded, but from the ſatisfaction 
of their conſciences, and the expectation of a fu- 
ture reward, for performing what they knew to be 
their duty to God ? Is it poſſible that any one, 
(except his mind is inſane,) can be chearful for be- 
ing puniſhed and afflicted for the avowing of that 
which he knows to be altogether an unprofitable 
falſhood ? What reward, if they knew that the ſtory 
of the reſurrection of their maſter was a falſhood, 
(and whether it was one or not they indiſputably, 
mult have known, ) could they have expected as a 
recompenſe for the troubles they underwent? 


We muſt obſerve alſo that it is improbable inthe 
extreme that ſuch men as the Apoſtles, who were 


fiſhermen and publicans, who were © unlearned and 
** 1gnorant men f.“ could have conceived ſo com- 


Pen- 


Adds v. 40, 41. +} Adds chap. iv. ver. 13. 


4 98 ) 
pendious and fo great a deſign, as the introducing a 
new religion into the world which ſhould: 6verturn 
and extirpate every other. They were men of no 
natural courage which we ſhould look for in the 
contrivers of ſuch a ſcheme, but were rather of an 
irreſolute temper. They themfelves mention their 
deſertion of their maſter, their denial of him, and 
their flight from him in the hour of his diſtreſs. It 
is not to be conceived with reaſon on our fide. that 
any thing but the conſciouſneſs of truth, and a re- 
Hance on heaven flowing from that, could have fup- 
ported them in this matter. For if what they aſſert- 
ed had bcen a falſhood, they muſt naturally have 
expected that earth, and bell, and heaven, would 
have combined againſt them. They muſt have ex- 
petted the moſt intemperate perſecution from the 
Chief Prieſts and Rulers of the Jews, for they ac- 
cuſed them of the moſt treacherous hypocrily, and 
of the moſt flagrant murder. They mult have ex- 
pected that the luſts and paſſions of men, which they 
wiſhed to ſubdue, or to check, would have combated 
againſt them for the publication of their dottrines. 
They muſt have expected that God himſelf would 
have poured his ſevereſt vengeance on them, for 
their continued invocation of him to witneſs a dar- 
ing lie, 


How is it poſſible, if the Apoltles were 8 
if "what they declared was a falſhood, that they 
could lo ſoon have introduced the goſpel into the 
; F 2 world ? 
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world ? In this the hand of heaven evidently ap- 
pears. The rapid progreſs of Chriſtianity is itſelf 
a miracle. Immediately after the inſpiration of the 
Apoſtles on the day of Pentecoſt, upon the preach- 
ing of Peter, three thouſand perſons were con- 
vinced by his arguments, and became Chriſtians. 
„ And the ſame day there were added to them 
„about three thouſand ſouls *.” Soon after, © A 
great company of prieſts were obedient unto the 
faith +.” And not a great while after there were 
myriads of [Jews who believed. Thou ſeeſt, bro- 
ther, how many thouſands, (myriads,) of Jews 
there are which believe d.“ And here I expect 
that the reader who may not yet be convinced of 


| the truth of the Apoſtles, will urge that this kind 


of evidence does not avail with him, as he daes not 
admit the credibility of the witneſſes. Such an eva, 
fon however will profit him nothing. For we can 
prove not only from the ſacred writers, but fram hea. 
then authors, that Chriſtianity prevailed upon the A- 
poſtles preaching it, not only in Judea, but at Rome, 
and in other parts of the world. It ſpread imme- 

diately upon their preaching it over a great part of 
the earth, as the fruitful Nile ſometimes ſpreads over 
Egypt. Tacitus 7 lays, that in Nero's days, (who 


became 


Adds chap. ii. ver, 41. + Afts, chap. vi. ver. vii. 
Acts, chap. xx1. ver. 22. 
t He favs of the Chriſtians who were ſeized, (vide Annal. 13. 


cap. 41. Igitur primo correpti qui latebantur, deinde Indicio eorum 
multi- 


1 


became Emperor twenty years aſter the death of 
Chriſt,) there was a great multitude” of Chriſtians | 
at Rome, many of whom were burnt when the city 
had been ſet on fire. Suetonius “ alſo mentions the 
increaſe of Chriſtianity, in his Life of that Emperor, 
And Pliny + in a letter to the Emperor Trajan, 
writes. that the enquiry that had been entered upon, 
in order to profecute thoſe who were accuſed: of 
Chriſtianity, had extended to perſons of all ranks, 
and ages, and of both ſexes : which was not con- 
fined ta the cities only, but had ſpread its infection, 
(as: he pleaſes to call it) to the country villages. 
Lucian \ ſays, that in the time of the Emperor 
Commodus, his native country of Pontus, was filled 
with Chriſtians and Epicureans, It is to be obſer. 
ved that Chriſtianity was thus early diffuſed over 
the Roman Empire, notwithſtanding the violent 
perſecutions which were raiſed againſt it, arifing 
among other cauſes from a maxim which always 
preyailed among the Romans, that it was danger- 
ous and ſubverſive of the ſtate || to admit of any 
innovation in public worſhip. Chriſtianity in- 

creaſed 


multitudo injens, haud perinde in crimine incendii quam odio hu- 
mani generis, conjuncti ſunt. It is reaſonable therefore to ſuppoſe 
that the number of Chriſtians in the city was extremely conſiderable, 
as many would glory in confeſſing themſelves to be ſuch, tho' they 
were ſenſible of the immediate danger which would attend the ac- 
knowledgement of their faith, 

_ * Vide Suetomus in Nerone, cap. 16. | 

+ Vide Pliny's Letter to Trajan, on the progrefs of Chriſtianity, 

la Alexandro, cap. 16. | | 

j Vide Livii Hiſlo. lib. 39. cap. 16.---Valecius Maximus, lib. 1. 
cap. 3. 
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| ( 38 ) | 
creaſed with the greateſt rapidity in the Roman 
Empire with this great] diſadvantage to contend 
with, that it was thought the exiſtence of the ſtate 
required its extirpation : which- could never have 
come to paſs, if it had not been founded on truth: 
Fu Had not * the word of Gd. bu! 


If the RE of the Apoltles of the reſurrection 
of their maſter had been falſe, it would have been 
very eaſy for the Chief Prieſts and Rulers of the 


Jews, to have proved its falſity to the world. If 


what they injoined the Roman ſoldiers to ſay, had 
been true; if his diſciples had gone by night, and 
ſtolen away his body. when they were aſleep, (to 
ſteal which from a guard of ſoldiers, ſtationed at 
the very ſpot without alarming them, muſt appear 
to every attentive reader of the Evangeliſts, utterly 
impraQticable, as the Chief Prieſts. had ſet a ſtone * 
at the door of the ſepulchre, which they had ſealed,) 
if they had done this, it would have been very eaſy 
for the Chief Prieſts to have ſifted the whole matter 
to the bottom, and have given ſatisfactory proofs 
| of 
. 


* The Chief Prieſts and Pharifees went to Pilate, Caving. „Com- 
** mand therefore that the ſepulchre be made ſure until the third day; 
* leaſt his dilciples come by night and ſteal him away, and ſay unto 
« the people he is riſen from the dead: ſo the laſt error ſhall be 
«6 „ worſe than the brit. Pilate ſaid unto them, Ye have a watch: Go 

* your way, make it as ſure as Fou can. So they went and made 
© the ſepulchre ſure, ſealing the ſtone, and letting a watch.” 


Matth. Chap. XXV11, ver. 64, 65, 66. 
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of the deception to all mankind. But we do not 
find that they took any ſuch ſteps, zealous as they 
were to oppoſe the preaching of the Apoſtles. 


If the Reſurreftion of Jeſus did not happen, the 
Apoſtles mult have entered into a plot, they muſt 
have agreed together in regard to the minute cir- 
cumſtances of the report that they ſhould make to 
the world. How then could it be that not one among 
ſo many confederates in a fraud, or urged by con- 
ſcience, or appalled by danger, or fubdued by per- 
{ecution, ſhould have expoled the cheat, and diſa- 
vowed his criminality ? What cement, if it had been 
a plot, could have bound the confederacy ? What 
could have given perſeverance to twelve diſhoneſt 
men, (for ſuch in the extreme they muſt have been, 
if they had forged the ſtory of their maſter's reſur- 
rection,) to continue in a falſhood which mult ap- 
pear even to themſelves an unprofitable one? Is it 
not ſtrange, is it to be believed, that twelve ſuch 
perſons ſhould abide to ſuch a falſhood during their 
lives, that they ſhould maintain it in dying, and 
obtrude themſelves with it in their mouths into the 
preſence of their, maker? And here I cannot for- 
bear quoting the yery words which the late ingenious 
and learned Dr. Zachary Pearce, uſes upon this 
ſubject, (in his * Miracles of Jeſus Vindicated”) 
in anſwer to: that weak and wild writer Wool- 
ſton. He ſays, upon the Apoſtles unanimouſly 
aſſerting the fact of their maſter's reſurrettion 


with 


( 40 ) 
with their dying breath, and when * expiring 
under the crueleſt tortures ; This is naturally as 
* ſtrong a proof, as a fact is capable of ; for death 
<« js the utmoſt trial, the ſureſt teſt, which human 
nature can be expoſed to. And it is no abate- 
ment to the force of this proof to ſay, that 
© many cheats and criminals have aſſerted their 
* innocence, and denied their guilt in the utmoſt 
« extremity of death, for the two caſes are ſo far 
from being parrallel, that they are exattly con- 
« trary ; ſuch cheats and criminals being tempted 
« to this denial of their guilt, by the hope of ſaving 
e their lives; whereas in the Apoſtle's caſe, the 
„only hope that they could have of /aving their 
« lives, was by owning the falſhood, (if it was one,) 
“ and acknowledging themſelves to be guilty, which 
is juſt the reverſe of what they did.” 


And -now I will expreſs my rapturous joy that 
there are ſuch ſtrong unanſwerable arguments in 
favor of the Reſurrection of Our Saviour, (for I 
truſt if we review this whole chain of reaſoning it 
will appear complete and ſatisfactory,) by which 
it naturally follows that the dreary, chearleſs, idea 
of our annihilation is as falſe as it is horrible ;---we 
can prove by this that this frame will not become 
after death like the kneaded clod ; the tender pa- 


rent 


All the Apoſtles, except John, ſcaled their teſtimony with theit 


127 


rent who is bowed to the earth through the loſs of 
his beloved child, may raiſe his depreſſed head, as 
he may from hence be aſſured that he will again 
ſee the object upon which his eyes were wont to 
gaze with heart-felt joy, for we ſhall find, (as the 


poet “ expreſſes it,) 


Man's majeſtic beauty bloom again, 


Bright thro” th' eternal year of love's triumphant 


reign. 


* See the admirable Poem of the Minſtrel, by Dr. Beattic. 
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OF THE 


FIRST BOOK. 


The Potm opens with refleQting on the vanity of 
Philoſophy, and being delighted with the chear- 
ful hope which the Gos p x L inſpires of happineſs 
in another ſtate.--A curſory deſcription of ſeveral 
{chools of philoſophers.---Of the firſt and ſecond 
ſchool of the Ericurtaxs---of the Stoics---of 
the Platoniſts, or followers of PL ATo---of the 
Academics---of the Lyceum, and of AR1STOTLE 
----of Cictro.----Of the modern Sceptics who 
have been averſe to the principles of the Gos- 
PEL-----.Of HoBBxs----of BoiincBROKE----of 
VoLTaAiRE---of Humt---of the diſſervice they 
have done to ſociety.---Of the aim of CnkIsTI- 
ANITY---It gives all the ſound doctr ines of the 

various ſchools of philoſophy, without any of their 
errors,---]t reſtrains, or ſubdues, the dangerous 


paſſions 


= | — 
* * 


ARGUMENT. 


paſſions of Ambition, Luſt, Pride, Avarice, Re- 
venge. It inſpres us with more than Roman for- 
titude. Some Roman heroes mentioned The 
otherwiſe ſplendid character, but the cowardly, 
and baſe death of CAro- The neceſſity for the 
better underſtanding the principles of Caxis- 
TIANITY, to attend to the Life of the great Au- 
thor of our Faith.----The awfulneſs of inveſti- 
gating his character, and viewing him in his in- 
human death, 


B O O E the FIRST. 


N O more by vain Philoſophy miſled, 
From erring Reaſon or from Fancy bred; 

Vague and deſultory, no more the mind, 

In ancient ſchools conviction roams to find; 

But in its aim determin'd, and without 5 

The Sophiſt's cavil, or the Sceptic's doubt, 

Upon the Gos EI fixes as a rock, 8 

Where fears depreſs not, nor afflictions ſhock. 

Which of perennial comfort can impart, 

In boundleſs meaſure, to the troubled heart: 10 

For Hope, that ſoars on more than eagle's wings, 

Above this Vale of Tears, theſe paltry things, 

That all around us give themſelves to light ; 

Above the ſun, and his expanded light; 

O'er all theſe fading things that dares to rife, 15 

Seeks life immortal, and affects the ſkies ; 

' Proceeds from this; which reaſon cannot deem, 

A cunning fable, or an empty dream ; 

But it will ſeem, will prove, as we deſcant, 


Clear as a ſun-beam, firm as adamant. 20 


No 
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( 48*) 
No more enquiring roams th' unſettled mind, 

Among the learn'd Athenians truth to find : 

No more attentive can it dwell on aught, 

To his firſt ſchool that Eeicurvus taught; 

Who fancy d gods that thoughtleſs pleaſure lov'd, 25 

Far from the providence of man remov'd ; 

And therefore held man's happineſs mult be, 

In the fame profitleſs tranquillity ; 

And thought of this ſhort life the fev'riſh dream, 

Of his exiſtence was the poor extreme, 30 

And e'en than theirs {till leſs can I affect, 

The odious tenets of the latter ſect, 

Who learnt from them their ſpeculative lore 

But from their uſeful temperance forbore, 

Thoſe vile and grov'ling Senſualiſts, who waſte 35 

The labor of the mind, to pleaſe the taſte ; 

Effem'nate, by no hardy virtue fir'd; 

In the low pleaſures of a brute bemir'd. 

Nor can I now, ſince higher themes inſpire 

My glowing breaſt, as I was wont, admire, 46 - 

The rugged Stoic, whoſe congealed mind, 

Nor accident, nor paſſion, could unbind ; 

Who joy, or grief, alike diſdain'd, to know, 

Lament his bun, or melt at others woe, 


Yet 


et 


t 49) = 
Yet blended temp'rance, with a noble. pride, 45 

And fortitude, with patriotiſm, allied: b 

Or viſionary Platoniſt, with ſchemes 

Of idle import, and fantaſtic dreams; 


Tho' oft, from well- urg d arguments, he draws, 
Bright truths, relating to the great firſt caule : go 
Or Academic, with a flimſy mind, 1 
Now to this ſchool, and now to that, inclin'd, 2 
As veering, and as unſubſtantial; as the mind. 
And ſatisfied of truth, I wiſh no more, 7 
The fam'd Lyceum's doctrines, to explore; 55 


Tho ever and anon, ſhe-caſts a light, 
On the learn'd page, of the ſhrewd: Stagyrite. 


Nor now conviction do I ſeek to find, 

From the deep ſearch; of To LLy's vig' rous mind: 
(With whom, at Tuſculum's ſerene retreat, 60 
Enquiring ſages, oft were-wont to meet;) 


For this, the more it is diſculs'd, J know, 


From vain philoſophy, can never flowrt. 
Some truths, among its errors, lie e 

As if they were by accident diffus'd ; b 
But ſtill in all its ſyſtems, we can meet, 


No ſcheme, conſiſtent, regular, complete. 


For its imperfect or corrupted lore, - 


(Tho- loss d with eloquence elab rate o er > 
H Who 


68 
Who quits the mercy- breathing GosrELs rule; 70 
Quits truth, for dang'rous error; —as a fool, 

The conſtant light of faithful heav'n, he leaves, 
For a falſe fire of earth, a vapor that deccives. 


4 
o - 1 


If the philoſophy of antient ſchools, 
For life's juſt conduct cannot give the rules; 7; 
F rom theſe, if no conviction we receive: | 
That comfort, - leſs the modern Sceptics give: 
"Who to the Gos EI's purity averſe, ... | 
Frame other ſyſtems hateful, and perverſe. 
Such was bewilder'd Hozz#s, who idly ſtrove, 9 
'Twixt right, and wrong, 'no-nat'ral line to prove: 
Or BoL1xcsROKE fallacious, who denies,, 
Ol juſt morality, the ſacred ties 
And tho he grants the Being of @ Go ¶ . 
Yet he his genial 'Frov'dence difallow'd ; - 8 
Like Carattxe, endued, with little ſenſe, 
Tho grac'd with all the pow'rs of eloquence; 
And leſs will Reaſon give her ſober car, 
To flimſy, faithleſs, profligate, Vol Tai: 
And 


Line 82. It is ſaid, that ADD 508 uſed emphatically to call this 
nobleman, who was the High-priefſt of immorality, falſhoved, and 
profaneneſs,) “ The canker'd BOLINGBROKE," 


68 
And leſs the dang'rous ſophiſtries, aſſume, - 90 
The baleful principles, of putrid Humsz 


And his vain idol Chance, to ſettle there. 
S&T - | From 


Line go, &. I cannot forbear {abfcribing a note, that I may add 
ſomewhat more towards deſcrying the works of a man, which upon 
the whole are of ſuch a deſtructive tendency, as to render it the part 
of every lover of human nature, who 1s acquainted with them, to 
endeavour to prevent the propagation of them. It muſt be allowed 
that Mr. HUME in his Effay on a Providence and a Future State,” 
wiſhes to controvert the belief of the exiſtence of the Deity. He 
ſays, „In a word I much doubt whether it be poſſible for a cauſe to 
be known only by its effect (as you have all along ſuppoſed) or to 
be of ſo ſingular and particular a nature as to have no parallel and 
1 no ſimilarity with any other cauſe or object, that has ever fallen 
* under our obſervation. It is only when two SPEC1Es of objects 
% are found to be conſtantly conjoined that we can infer the one from 
the other; and were an effect preſented, which was entirely ſingu- 
lar, and could not be comprehended under any known SPECIES, 
] do not ſee that we could form any conjefture or iaference con- 
„ cerning its cauſe.” He means by this, that the univerſe, which 
he calls “ an effect quite ſingular and unparalleled,” is not a proof 


of a firſt cauſe, of the De1TY. In another Eſſay he ſays, * Honeſty 


« js certainly in general the beſt policy, but a wiſe man will make 
* exceptions to the rule.” In ſhort Mr. HUME would have been 
glad to have made us believe that there is no Go p, and that it is ſome- 
times the part of a wiſe man to be a rogue. Execrable, flagitious | 
afſertions !---If moſt of this author's eſſays bad not been expoſed to 
the juſt deteſtation of mankind, by ſome writers whoſe productions 
are an honor to the preſent age, the profligacy of the world would have 
been ſo heightened by them, that they would conſiderably have in- 
creaſed the number of public executions. Iwould recommend my rea- 
der to the fifth ſection, of the firſt part, of the celebrated, Eflay on 

a « the 


652 

From theſe what miſchiefs, have aris'n to man ! 
Of virtue, and of happineſs, the bane ! 95 
Ho their accurſt contagion, have they ſpread ! 
Which is more horrid, than that peſt'lence dread, 
That over thee, Byzantium ! oft doth rear, 


Its livid banners, in the tainted air, } 
And ſtalks, by fierce deſtruction, lacquey'd, and 


deſpair. 100 


And 


« the Nature and Immutability of Truth,“ (which is only exception» 
able, perhaps in the unguarded praiſe it beſtows upon Mr. Houmz's 
inſidious hiſtory) for the cleareſt confutation of this vile cavil which 
Mr. Hunz has made againſt the exiſtence of the Supreme Beirg, 
that was ever made of any abſurdity whatever. Dr. BeATTLE ſays, 
among other excellent things in anſwer to it: © The ſingularity of 
the effect rather confirms (if that be poſſible) than weakens our be- 
„lief of the neceſſity of a cauſe ; at leaſt it makes us more atten- 
tive to the cauſe ; and intereſts us more deeply in it. What is the 
<« univerſe, but a vaſt ſyſtem of works, or effects, ſome of them. 
great, and others ſmall ; ſome more and ſome leſs confiderable ? 

„ Tf each of theſe works, the leaſt as well as the greateſt, require a 
© cauſe for its production; is it not in the higheſt degree abſurd and 
e unnatural to ſay that the whole is not the effect of a cauſe ? Each 
« link of a great chain mult be fupported by ſomething, but the 
whole chain may be ſupported by nothing. Nothing leſs thaa an 
„ qgunce can be a counterpoiſe ro an ounce, nothing leſs than a 
pound to a pound: but the wing of a gnat or nothing at all may 
ebe a ſufficient counterpoiſe to ten hundred thouſand pounds :--- 
„ Are not theſe aſſertions too abſurd to deſerve an anſwer ?”--As far 
the other propoſition of Mr. Hume, I cannot inſult my reader's 
heart by recommending him to any anſwer to it, 


68630 | 
And what is this auſpicious GospEI's aim? 
What undiſcover'd truths does it proclaim ? 

It clears the doubt of immortality, 
From. which philoſophy, was never free ; 

And which, at times obtruſive, would moleſt, 103 
The expeAations, een of TuLLy's breaſt. . 
Convinces us the ſoul will never die, 

From which conviction ſprings a conſtant joy; 
Gives the found doctrines of the various ſchools, - 
Without their fooliſh or pernicious rules; 110 
And adds ſome better and ſublimer lore, 

Than e'er philoſophy had given before ; 

It ſeeks to form upon the juſteſt plan, - 

The temper, conduct, and the hope of man; 
And while it fills his heart, with higheſt aims, 115 
His weakneſs ſtrengthens, and his fierceneſs tames ; 
Makes him undaunted, his reſolve maintain, 
Uncanquer'd, or by pleaſure, or by pain; 

And poliſhes, his harſh aſperity, 

To manſuetude, and gentle courteſy. 120 


Each manly gen'rous virtue 'twill impart, 
And draw out all the venom from the heart. 


But moſt to mild benevolence twill move, 


And melt the ſteel'd obdurate mind to love. 5 
| Lo! 


8 

Lo! as we read, what new, unknown controul! 125 
What ſacred energy; affails the ſou ::! 
We ſcem to feel an Impulſe that's divine, > 31 
Tis Gov himſelf, that breathes from ev'ry line: 
Curb'd, or ſubdued, our madding paſſions ſtand,” 
And own the force of an almighty hand. 130 
Ambition, burning with a fey'riſh rage, : 
Learns hence its dang'rous turbulence tafſwage ; 
And rabid luſt, with fires unholy fraught, 
Is check'd, or e'er it riſes into thought "A 
It melts the heart which unrelenting pride, 133 
Or ruthleſs avarice, had petrified ; - | 
Revenge, that pants for miſchief, or for blood, 
That breathes out threat'nings, in his ireful mood. 
And wildly ſcorning Realon's ſoft controul, 
Blazes, a conllagration of the foul ; 140 
Or broods delib' rate o'er its purpole fell, 
And in its breaflt keeps gown the ſmother'd hell, 
That there in ſecret agony it bears; 
Implacable, by penitence, or tears; 
Lo! in obedience to th' all- powerful word, 145 
Reſins each merc'leſs thought, and drops the thirſty 

ſword. | | | 


Unmanly fear, with abje& thoughts depreſt, 


To courage, brightens his aſpiring creſt; 


( 55 3 
And fortitude, the trueſt ſortituſe. 
With more than ſtoic ſteaddineſs endued, 150 
Firm, patient, calm, determin d, and reſign d. 
Spreads her impervious ſhield around the mind. 
In pain, and danger, hence, undaunted be, 
:\nd tread upon the Roman conſtancy : | 
And be, than all their vaunted heroes more, 155 
Above their hiſtory, their fable ſoar. 
Tho' ſome, but few, to deathleſs praiſe aſpir d, 
With ardent love of ſacred virtue fir'd'; ; 
As REcuLus, a great illuſtrious name; 
And the dictator, of immortal fame ; 2 160 
With firm FaBRICIUs, temperate, and e 
Whoſe elevated mind, could wealth deſpiſe ; -- - - 
And I will grant, inſenſible to fear, | 
By freedom fir'd, the people's mad career, 
And an uſurping traitor's luſt of 'pow'r, 165 
Conſpicuous and unſhaken ;---like a tow'r ;--- 
Caro, ſometime with noble zeal withſtood, 
Collected in himſelf, and obſtinately good. 
But like a coward boy, at laſt he died, 
A willing ſacrifice, to ſullen pride. 170 
By one raſh att, his mighty name profan' 4, 


And wither'd every laurel he had gain d. 


| 
| 
, 
| 
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O, had theſe doftrines; touch'd, inſpir d; his mind, 


The tyrant's rage he would have met reſign d, 


Like Teneriffe unmov'd, he would have ſtood, 175 

And brav d the ſtorm, and the deſcending flood, 

And cho' fate all her gloomy terrors hurl d,. 

Have liv'd, and ſmil'd, at n at n and the 

—_ .. | phe 2013 336 

But let us, with the'temper that is meet, 

With humble awe affectionate, replete, 180 

The more this joyful Gosrxrtodiſplay, = ; 

Its heaven-ſprung author's holy life ſurvey. 

He, when the great progenitors of man 7 

Had faln from bliſs thro' their deluſions vain, 

By which their whole unhappy future race 185 

Would have been baniſh'd from their maker's grace, 

Altho' the firſt in his great father's love, 

And all the arch-angelic pow'rs above, 

Yet freely choſe to dic for their offence, - 

Thro' the excels of his benevolence. 190 


Superior 


Line 186 and 7. I would recommend my reader to ſome valuable 


letters upon this ſubject, from Sir ISAac NEWTON to LE-CLERC. 


Every comment or obſervation of this illuſtrious man, upon the 
Scriptures, muſt be worth the greateſt attenton ; for it is the opinion 
of thoſe of the beſt learning,. that he was as ſuperior to the reſt of 
mankind in this branch of knowledge, as he was in every other, 


( 57 ) 

Superior ſpirits, with amazement mov'd, 
The dear intent, in higheſt praiſe approv'd, 

Which by bleſt voices was harmonious ſung, 
And heav'n with loudeſt HALLELUjaAus rung. 
His life, as an example, was applied ; 195 
A willing ſacrifice, for ſin he died. 
Forbear then, Sceptic, inſolent, as vain, - 
For this, eternal juſtice to arraign: 
For what ſpontaneouſly he choſe to do, 
It could not be injuſtice to allow, 
Nor weakly think, if thy obdurate ſoul, 
No gen'rous love can ſoften or controul, 
That ſome great ſpirits, for the public good, 
Will not with chearfulneſs, reſign their blood, 
Whoſe ſouls ſublime, e en when with pain oppreſt, 
Feel bliſs, if conſcious, twill make others bleſt. 


200 


But how this life myſterious ſhall we ſcan? 
How trace the wond'rous ſteps of Gop and man? 
How view him, in th' inhuman death he bore, 


To nature ſubject, with dominion o'er ? 210 


THE END OF THE FIRST BOOK, 
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SECOND BOOK. 


INvocAaT1ON of the heavenly Musz.---The hum- 
ble birth of Our Saviovs.---His poverty a 
proof of the diſregard that heaven has for riches 
and ſucceſs.---The propriety of conſidering his 
Moral Character, as it may excite to imitation, 
His Piety firſt conſidered, as it was the vital 
principle that animated his conduQ.--His regular 
and inflexible exertion of that virtue. -The ne- 
ceſlity of that virtue for conſtituting a truly great 
charaQter.---The reaſonableneſs of it.---Solemn 
addreſs to, and praiſe of the Deity himſelf.--- 
Our Saviouk's Humanity next conſidered, as 


| 
| 


this virtue muſt naturally ſpring from true piety. 
Without it, piety is vain, or an inſult to Gop.--- 


Our Saviouk's curing the blind, dumb, lame, 


maniac, leper, and lunatic,---His feeding thou- 
| I 2 ſands 


ARGUMEN 1. 


ſands with a few fiſhes, and a little bread. . 
weeping from ſympathy, when he heard of the 
death of LAZ Anus from his friends.----Great 
ſouls are liable to be melted.---Little and con- 
tracted minds are obdurate.---Praiſe of a feeling 
mind--It is a moral ſecurity of innocence- When 
however compaſſion is ſwayed by reaſon, is ex- 
erted from approbation, and from choice, as it 
was by Our SAviovs, it is the higheſt virtue.--- 

Compaſſion was implanted in the breaſt of man, 
that, he might become by its "OF the proxy 
o heaven, 


BOOK the SECOND. 


On. URANIA, as it rolls along, 
| To aid the ſacred labor of my ſong! 

Thou faintly, heav'n-born maid, that doſt impart, 
Thy gifts to none but to the upright heart; 
That but the pure vouchſafeſt to inſpire, 213 
With thy chaſte impulſe, and thy hallow'd fire! 
Thou that from guilt and diſcord fli'ſt away, 


And ſcorn'ſt to wreathe the blood - ſtain d ſword with 
bay! 


Without or grace, or ſplendor, to adorn, 
In the low vale of humble life was born, 220 
As preſcient ſeers declar d th' eternal plan, 

The bleſt Redeemer of degraded man. 

To manifeft what heav'n of wealth eſteems, 

How low, how little, fortune's ſons it deems, 

He bore himſelf the mere extremity, 225 
Of barren, and uncheerful poverty; 

For oft the day devoid of food he led, 
And many a night unhouſed was his head. 


662 
But let us, tis what we ſhould moſt revere, 
Expatiate on his Moral Character: 23930 
While his example teaches us to live, 
*Twill wander raiſe, and reſolution give, 


Our native ingenuity refine, 15 


And charm, as animate, to worth divine, 


And firſt, we will his Piety admire, 235 


Which may our breaſts with ſacred warmth inſpire. 
"Twas rais'd by a becoming dignity, 

"I was manly, animated: gen'rous, free; 

No languid homage to a tyrant paid, 

With coldneſs thank'd, relunQantly obey'd; 240 
But teem'd with praiſe and reſignation meet, 
Sublime, tho' temp'rate, fervent, tho” diſcreet ; 
"Twas built on reaſon, and by reaſon ſway'd, 

In every fortune equally diſplay'd. 

Of ardent zeal for the eſteem of Gov, 24243 

Continual and daily proofs he ſhew'd. 

To this high purpoſe he his conduct bent, 
Qn this for ever pleaſingly intent ; 

It was his meat, obſequious to fulfill, 

Without repining, his great father's will; 250 
- 'Twas the delight, refreſhment of his ſoul, 
Which was more heav'nly ſweet, than any foul, 


Than 


3. 26 
Than any fleeting, treach'rous joy, could BE, 
Of low, debaſing, ſenſuality. | 
With what a full command he could diveſt, 255 
The wild rebellious paſſions from the breaſt, | 
Appears in all the horrid miſery, 


Of his ſevere, ſtupendous, agony : 

When nature ſhock'd, a ſtrong reluctance ſhew'd, 
At that affrightful, and oppreſſive load, 260 
Of griefs, which were appointed to be borne, 

A cruel death, with ſtill more cruel ſcorn. 

Yet there, een there, inflexibly refign'd, 

He ſtill preſerves his conſtancy of mind, 

And humbly fays, © O Father! I will pray, 265 
* That thou would'ſt take this bitter cup away : 
If it is poſſible, O be it done 

But be thy will perform'd, and not my own.” 


Ovz Saviouk's Piety, is firſt approv'd, 
As 'twas the vital principle that mov'd, 270 
His mind to attion, and as this we deem 


Of all our obligations the ſupreme. 
Yet ſome there are who of its merit doubt, 
Or think true greatneſs may exiſt without. 
50 For other virtues it may merit praiſe; 275 
Yet but a partial dignity can raife ; | 


For 


CF - 
For of this virtue the defect, at leaſt 
Muſt tarniſh, or obnubilate the reſt. 


For it is nat'ral merit to revere, 


E'en in a low, imperfect character? 2280 
Can we be ſtruck with goodneſs that's confin'd, 


And not tranſported our affections find, : | 


By boundleſs goodneſs, in th' eternal mind ? 

Or how can we of gratitude approve, 

And not be grateful to the ſource of love? 285 
Such conduct in eſſentials, wrong muſt be, 

And has nor fitneſs, nor conſiſtency. 

For what is piety, but warm eſteem, 

And love, and gratitude, to the Supreme ? 

If theſe to man, are needful duties thought, | 290 
Can they be held, as trifling, or as nought, 

To the great perfect author of all good, 

Who claims our higheſt love, reſpett and gratitude ? 


O thou moſt worthy to be prais'd, ador'd, 
Eternal, boundleſs, univerſal Loxop ! 295 
Who 


Line 295. The defcription of the Deity in Revelation is parti- 
cularly noble and ſublime: „I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning 
„and the ending, faith the Lo RD, which is, and which was, and 


* which is to come,---the Almighty.” (Vide chap. i. ver. 8.) 


ö 
' Who as a curtain ſtretch'd the heavens forth; 
Who took, and upon nothing, hung the earth; | 
And to the wide tumultuous ocean ſaid. 
Here, ſhalt thou come! here, thy proud waves be 
ſtay'd!. 

In higheſt heay'n who keep'ſt thy chief abode ; 300 
From everlaſting, teverlaſting, God; 
As with a garment cloath'd around with 1 
In dazzling majeſty, ſeverely bright; 
The awful ſplendors of 'whoſe-throne diſplay) 
To eyes of Seraphim, reſiſtleſs day; 306 
Thou ſendeſt rapid lightnings thro' the air, 
They go, and ſay unto thee, here we are. 
Who can hold back thy all- commanding hand? 
Who the fierce thunder of thy force withſtand? 
Heav'n's pillars tremble at thy dread reproof, 310 
Aſtoniſh'd at th' inſufferable pow'r aloof. 
Where can I go, from thy all-ſearching eye? 
And whither, whither, from thy ſpirit fly? 
If I ſhould take th' excurſive wings of morn, 
And to the ſea's remoteſt bounds be borne, g15 
There I ſhould meet thy unconfin'd command, 
Urg'd by thy pow'r, and, guided by thy hand: 
If up to higheſt heav'n, I could aſcend, 
Or down to loweſt hell, my footſteps bend ; 

K In 


6 66 ) 
In higheſt heav'n, or loweſt hell, where'er 
I bent my footſteps, T ſhould find thee there. 
No darkneſs is impervious to thy ſight, | 
But ſhews me to thee, like the broadeſt light. 
Thy eyes run to and fro the earth to find, 
Fhat thou may'ſt guard,” who bears a virtuous 

mind: 225 
I'll cleanſe my heart to win thee to abide, 
As a gigantic champion at my fide. _ 
Gainſt vice with terror tho' thou art endued, 
Yet thou art full of mercy to the good. 
Can the meek, love-fway'd, mother ere forget, 330 
Or can ſhe perſecute with ruthleſs hate, 
The cherub-featur'd fav'rite, whom ſhe bred, 
Rear'd in her arms, and with her boſom fed? 
Yes, the meek. love-[way'd, mother can forget, 
And ſhe can perſecute with ruthleſs hate. 335 
The cherub-featur'd fav'rite; whom ſhe bred, 
Rear'd in her arms, and with her boſom-fed. 
But thou wilt never thy own ſons negleQ, 
But thou wilt never ceaſe the righteous to protett. 
The ſea, the earth, in wiſdom thou haſt made, 340 
Which creepirg things innumerable tread, 
They call upon thee for their daily food, 
Thy hand thou op'neſt, they are fill'd with good. 

85 While 


— 
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While I have being 1 will ſpeak thy praiſm, 
In that my voice triumphantly I'll raile- . 348 
From reas'ning of Oux Saviour's Picty, 
We will contemplate his Humanity: 
As of our Maker the unfeigned love, 
To love of man will naturally move; 
To all his creatures kindneſs it inſpires, $50 
Whoſe happineſs he zealouſly deſires ; | 
And theſe two virtues mult together reign ; 
At leaſt the firſt without the latter's vain ; 
For he who malice in his boſom bears, | 
Inſults the Gop of Mercy by his pray'rs.--- 3656 
His life's employ, the labor of his mind, 
Was to relieve, and benefit mankind, 
W here'er he went, affliction, and diſeaſe, 
Fled, and to them ſucceeded joy, and eaſe. 
The blind, dumb, lame, and each imperfet man, 
Felt ſecond life, and ſaw, ſpoke, leap'd, or ran. 

£ |S ET And 


Line 358, &c. It is well known that the moſt intemperate cne- 
mies to Chriſtianity, ſuch as CELSUs and JULIAN, acknowledged 
that Our SAVIOUR healed the lame, gave fight to the blind, &c. 
which is alſo acknowledged by the authors of the Jewiſh Talmud,) 
but they attribute his doing ſo to Magic, or other idle cauſes. (Vide 
GroT1ivus de. veritate Chriſhane Religionis: lib, 2, chap, 5-) 
TERTULLIAN and EUSEB1Us affirm that PiLATE wrote an ac« 
count to TiBERIiUS of OUR SAviouk's Miracles, 


* 


668) 


And thro' his unconfin'd munificence, 

The furious maniac ſoften'd into ſenſe, 

Th' unhappy leper, that was whiten'd o'er, 

With an afflictive and a noiſome fore, 363 
Loath'd by himſelf, and by his neighbour fled, 

He cleans'd, and free from all defilement made. 
The lunatic, poor wretch, was in the way, 

The jeſt of brutal fools, the villain's prey; 
The reſtleſs heavings of whoſe tortur'd heart, 370 
Would make him oft to a wild horror ſtart. 

But at his touch, the frenzy diſappear'd, 

The ſpirit fled him, and his ſenſes clear d. 

Thus, (if tis right, to liken and ſet forth 

The greateſt things by thoſe of trivialworth,) 373 
When an excelling artiſt's cunning hand, 

An harp, egregious ſource of joy; has ſcan'd, 
Whole rugged [uunds gave no delight to hear, 
Uncouth, harſh, jangled, grating on the ear ; 

As o'er the chords his learned fingers fly, 110 
Rough diſcord melts to trueſt harmony, 

And all th' inchanting rote of dulcet melody 


And when the people moved by his fame, 
Wich all their fick to his retirement came; 


And 


| ( & ) 
And ſtaid cnwrapt in wonder and in thought,” 383 
Till they were helpleſs as the ſick they brought; 
He pitied them, and empty thouſands fed, 
With a few fiſhes, and a little bread. 
O vaſt delight! O feaſt of extaly?! 
How 'bove compare to trivial joy to ſee 390 
Thus his lov'd flock, the heav'nly ſhepherd fed, 
And ſmile ſerenely in the gracious deed ! 

O wonderful! O envied happineſs ! 


But wherefore envied ? Does he never bleſs ? 


* 


* 


Does he not o'er our temp'rate meals preſide? 395 
Our chearful hours, our harmleſs pleaſures guide? 


And add to this that in his life we find, 
A bright example of the tend reſt mind, | ; 
The ſympathy of gen'rous friendſhip moſt refin'd: 
For as the friends of Lazazvs, diſtreſt 
At his deceaſe, their loſs in tears confeſt ; 


400 


His ſoul ſoon took th' impreſſion of their grief, 
He wept, tho' conſcious that he brought relief; 
Tho' conſcious that he purpos'd to reſtore, 
Their friend to life by his mirac'ous. power; 405 
He wept not therefore that their friend was dead, 
But a ſoft ſympathizing tear he ſhed 

5 At 


(@® ) 

Ar their afiQion, for his feeling heart. 
In ſighs of others always bore a part. | 
From whence we learn the tear that gently flows, 
In kind compaſſion to another's woes, N 
A ſpirit indicates ſublime and great, 
And is of higheſt characters a — trait. 

Hard, is the little, and contratted, mind, 
| Great ſouls, melt eaſily, relent, are kind, 420 
To be diſſolꝰ d in pity's tender care, | 
Makes man {ſuperior e'en to man appear; 
But to be melted with the charms of ſenſe, 
T'immortal reaſon is a groſs offence ; | 
And ſinks him than the beſtial herd more low, 425 
Who were not fram'd ſublimer joys to know. 
And ſweet Compaſſion, tho' at firſt it grieves, 
Yet in reward a heav'nly pleaſure leaves ; 


But he who rolls in luxury, ſoon mourns p 
Its bed of roſes, as a bed of thorns, 430 


By nature ſome are pow'rfully inclin'd, 
To be benevolent, bounteous, and kind. 
And this propenſity ſhould be eſteem'd 
A ſignal priv'lege, a great bleſſing deem'd. 
And we may properly deduce from thence, | 435 
A moral certainty of innocence; 


r 


N 
For he who can for other's mis ry grieve; Jt T 
Will but unwillingly that mis ry givmeee 4 Tt 
In ſuch a ſoil the virtues rudely grow, 5 
And all luxuriant love's ſweet bloſſoms blow. 440 
But when compaſſion i is by reaſon ſway d,. 
From approbation, and from choice, difplay' dz 72 
When as a branch of moral reQtitude, - ;{ {1/777 
As a great law of God it is purſued; | + 7 
'Twill be a virtue of the higheſt kind, 
Such as it was in our great maſter's mind. 
Like his correct example it will be, 

Diſintereſted, warm, diffufive, free; 53 1910 
Devoid of weakneſs, a moſt tender ſoul, 0 
And generous beyond the leaſt controul- 430 
The diſpoſition will be unconfin'd, | 
And its exertions uſeful to mankind : 


0 — 


Nor the true ends of heav'nly mercy break, 
And private favors, public inj'ries make. 


Dove. ey d compaſſion! fair, celeſtial theme! 455 
Gop's lovlieſt attribute ! delight ſupreme! 
For when his pow'r almighty call'd to birth, 

This ſpangled firmament, this ſmiling earth ; 
When he its boundaries extenſive ſpan'd, 

Meeting the waters in his hollow hand ; 460 


| Thou 


{Ne 


RN 

Thou ſat'ſt with him upon his ſaphire throne, 
Thou art his eſſence, thou art all his own; N 
And when he made, he knew that he ſhould ſpare, 
And from th' extreme oſ juſtice ſhould forbear. 
Where er much-bleſt, thy ſpirit ſoft pervades, . 46 
Where'er thy mild, and genial influence ſpreads, 
Which is yet ſweeter than the balmy wing, 
Of kind Favonius that leads in the ſpring, 
Diſcord, and pain, and unrelenting'war; - 
With all her brood of evils, flies afar ; 470 
But love ſucceeds, with ev'ry grace to pleaſe, 
With gentle ſympathy, and placid eaſe. _ 
O check not thou, my ſon, this tender ſenſe, 
Of- heart-diffolving, foft, benevolence : + 
Tho' mild, the dang'rous paſſions twill Wee 
And for celeſtial joys refine thy ſoul. 
It is of grief the medicinal cure; 
The orphan's hope; the refuge of the poor; 
For the ſublimeſt purpoſe it was giv'n, 9 

To make thee proxy to indulgent heav'n. 480 


THE END OF THE SECOND BOOK, 
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THIRD BOOK. 


Further Invocation of the heavenly Musz— 
Though Our Saviour appeared truly great, 
and like a God, when he diſtributed Health and 
Peace---yet his benevolence had a higher aim 

He meant to advance the eternal happineſs of 
man, by teaching him the moſt important and 
ſalutary truths---He applied his life to this pur- 

poſe, and at laſt died a martyr for the good of 
all mankind. The Sermon on the Mount---The 
excellence of its doctrine- The comfort which 
ariſes from following them -The miſery which 
attends the neglecting them. OR Saviouk was 
averſe to perſecution for difference of opinion in 
religious matters. Where the two diſciples wiſhed 
him to call fire from heaven to blaſt the Samari- 
tans, who were ſchiſmatics, and apoſtates,' he 

mildly refuſes, and corrects their indiſcretion.—- 


L | Addreſs 


* 


ARGUMENT. 


| Addreſs to intemperate, and ſanguinary bigots, 
and to the Church of Rome--The virtues of Oux 


Saviour's Mind---His regular diſcretion He 
avoided the perſecution of a foe where fair con- 


_ ſcience woold allow, but where the intereſt of ſo- 


ciety required it, he expoſed the vices of thoſe in 
power---He reproaches the Scribes and Phariſees 
He fatirizes HzrxoDp.---As he is going to Jeruſa- 
lem, he foretells the fiege, and the deſtruction of 
it--Her enemies ſhall caſt a trench around it when 


her children are within it---ſhall keep them in on 


every ſide and ſhall not leave one ſtone upon a- 
nother, (Luke, ch. xix. v. 41, 2, 3, 4.)---The ex- 
tacy of the multitude upon his entrance---He en- 
ters, as it was forctold by the Prophet, (Zeeh. 


chap. ix. ver. 9, t0)---Fhe Rulers of Jeruſalem 
who looked for a temporal Meſhah, are diſguſted 


with' him---One of his diſciples, through avarice, 


| betrays him.---Reflethon on the love of money. 
The inſults that are offered to him. His Craci- 
fixion, and the attendant circumſtances--AﬀeRio- 
nate, and grateful, obſervations, upon him. 
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Pow'r divine, withdraw not yet thine aid! 
Serene, contemplative, ſeraphic, 'maid! 
I ſtill, thy influence auſpicious, aſk, 
For not completed is my holy taſk, 


Tho' great, magnanimous, and like a God, 48g 
Our Saviour did appear, when he beſtowd 
Fair Health, and Peace, in diſtribution free, - 
Wich all the tenderneſs of ſoft humanity ; 

Yet his compaſſion had a higher reach, 

The beſt and moſt important truths to teach; 490 
The bad and ſtubborn to reform he meant; | 
To guide the ſtray'd, inſtrutt the ignorant; 
And univerſal virtue to increaſe, 
From which, might flow man's everlaſting peace. 


For this, ſevereſt toils he underwent ; 495 

To this, he all his ſacred ſtudies bent; 

To this great theme, he all his life applied, 

Fearleſs of danger, and for this he died: 
| L 2 He 
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( 76 ) 
He died, with more than an heroic mind, 
A martyr for the good of all mankind. 500 
And thus that true benevolence of ſoul, - 
Which while he liv'd, no troubles could controul ; 
Which no ingratitude, could ere repreſs ; 
(For ſouls ſublime, are happy ftill to bleſs, 
Tho' the oblig'd are barren of return, 503 
Or with contemptuous pride, the giver ſpurn,) 
Which not the greateſt inj'ries could abate ; 
The molt unmerited, and bitt'reſt hate; 
Was to the heigth of fair perfection borne, 
Of a diſgrateful death, by the triumphant ſcorn. 310 
When from the mount the multitude he taught, 
Was not each word, with trueſt wiſdom, fraught? | 
Did ever man; proclaim ſuch things before? 
Was ever uttered iuch celeſtial lore ? 
How mild, and how affettionately bland! 513 
How ſimply, how majeſtically grand! 
What juſt, what pure, what beneficial ſenſe! 
What gentle, but reſiſtleſs, c!aquence ! 


Tis like the dew of Hermon, wont to ſtill, 


Its balmy virtue upon Sion Hill. 520 
'Tis to th' o'er-labor'd, like foft ſleep, or teſt, 
Like cooling water, to the thirſt-oppreſt. - 


To 


To 


B 
To them, theſe holy precepts-who purſue, - 
The fweeteſt fatisfaQtion, will enſue s * 
But they who their bene lent ſpirit, ſcorn, 526 x 
By the keen darts of anguiſh ſhall be torn, 


Shall rage, in wild, or in forlorn, deſpair, ſhall 


mourn. 

Tho he delighted to perſuade the mind, 

He never violence to reaſon. join'd ; 

He bore no zeal with perſecution e. $30 

From ev'ry deed of cruelty averſe ; 

And when his two diſciples fluſh'd with ire, 

Wiſh'd him to blaſt with heav'n's avenging fire, 

Th' ungenerous, Samaritans, and rude, 

Who from their city would his ſteps detrude, 63g 

For that he meant, (from whence their hatred grew) 

His journey to Jeruslem to purſue : 

Theſe, tho” they ſchiſmatics, apoſtates, were, 

Yet would he not to puniſhment confer ; 

And uninflam'd this ſoft reply he gave, 540 

J am not come t'extirpate, but to fave.” 1 

Ah lovely meekneſs! ah! endearing word! 

Worthy the ſon of heav'n's benev'lent lord! - 

Which ev'ry Chriſtian with elab'rate art, 

Should grave upon the living tablet of the heart. 545 
Learn 


KEE 


. Learn hence, ye bigots, who. the world perplex | 


With doubts, with creeds ſophiſticated vex ! 
N 3 0 9 of , * „ By 
Line 546, &c. &c. 1 cannot forbear quoting a paſſage (that we 
may entertain juſt notions of Toleration) from Mr. Loc xE's Eſſay 
on Toleration, which is full of that ſtrong and nervous leaſe for which 


that great philoſopher was eminent. — 1. 


** I ſay no opinions 3 to human ſociety, or to thoſe moral 
* rules which are neceſſary to the preſervation of civil ſociety, are to 
<< be tolerated by the magiſtrate. But of theſe, indeed, examples in 
© any church are rare: for no ſe can eaſily arrive to ſuch a degree 
% of madneſs, as that it ſhould think fit to teach for doctrines of -1eli- 
gion ſuch things as manifeſtly undermine the foundations of ſociety 


and are therefore condemned by the judgement of mankind ; be- 


© cauſe their, own, intereſt, peace, f every thing would 
© be thereby endangered. 
" Tw- SIS 6 

„Another more ſecret evil but more dangerous to the common - 
« wealth, is, when men arrogate to themſelves and to thoſe of their 
© own ſet ſame peculiar prerogative covered over with a ſpecious 
„ ſhew of deceitful words, but in effect oppoſite to the civil right of 
© the community. For example: we cannot find any ſe that teaches 
-* exprelly and openly that men are not obliged to keep their promiſe; 
< that princes may be dethroned by thoſe who differ from them in 
« religion ; or that the dominion of things belongs only to themſelves. 


« For theſe things propoſed thus nakedly and plainly would ſoon 


« draw on them the eye and hand of the magiſtrate. and awaken all 
© the care of the common-wealth to a watchfulneſs againſt the ſpread. 
ing of ſo dangerous an evil. But nevertheleſs we find thoſe who 
« ſay the ſame things in other words. What elſe do they mean who 
** teach that faith is not to be kept with heretics ?* Their meaning 
*« forſooth is that ghe privilege of breaking faith belongs only to 
„ themſelves : for they declare that all that are not of their commu- 


nion to be hereties, or at leaſt may declare them ſo whenever they 


© think fit, What can be the meaning of their "eferuag * that Kings 
© EXCOM»n 


(79) 
By threats who ſilence, and unite by force; 


And when you can't convince th' opponent; curſe; 


O'er thoſe who to your dogma's will not yield, 550 
In rage th' exterminating ſword who wield : 

Learn, Cuxis r diſclaims you, tho his name ye bear, 
For tho fierce wolves, the lamb's ſoft dreſs, ye wear. 
And learn, thou Rome! thou blood-ſtain'd proſtitute! 
With murthers, deſolations, all pollute? 635 
Thou nurſe of vain and curſt idolatry! ) 

| Thy faith to CunIsr is blackeſt blaſphemy !. 
Whoſe gentle Goſpel it contraſts as far, 

As nature of n can bear, 


** excommunicated forfeit their crowns and kingdoms P It is evident 
that they thereby arrogate to themſelves the power of depoſing 
« kings : becauſe they challenge the power of excommunication as 
the peculiar right of their hierrachy. That dominion is founded 
* on grace” is alſo an aſſertion by which thoſe that maintain it do 
66 plainly claim the poſſeſſion of all things. For they are not fo want- 
* ing to themſelves as not to believe, or at leaſt as not to profeſs 
% themſelves to be truly pious and faithful. Theſe therefore who at- 
« tribute unto the faithful, religious, and orthodox, that is in plain 
terms unto themſelves, any peculiar privilege or power above other 
* mortals in civil concernments ; or who upon pretence of religion 
« do challenge any manner of authority over ſuch as are not aſſoci- 
© ated with them in their eccleſiaſtical communion : I ſay theſe have 


no right to be tolerated by the magiſtrate; as neither thoſe that will 


*© not own and teach the duty of tolerating all men in matters of mere 
© religion. For what do theſe and the like doctrines ſignify, but that 
they may and are ready upon any occaſion to ſeize the government, 
and poſſeſs themſelves of the eſtates and fortunes of their fellow- 
i ſubjefts ; and that they only aſk leave to be tolerated by the ma- 


** giſtrate ſo long, until they find themſelves ſtrong enough to effet it? 
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As filth, Gweet eleanlineſs; as darkneſs, light; 566 
e e ee 


And our A r in ouch various ene, 
Was equal, and inflexibly ſerene; - 

Was affable, and eaſy of acceſs ; 
Affectionate, and ſtudious ev'ry one to blew; 565 
Of unreſerv'd familiarity, | 
From pride, from arrogance, and paſſion free; 
Modeſt, and humble, patient, and reſign d, 

Of a contented, and a tranquil mind, 

To contemplation, and to ſolitude inclin'd. 576 
Him ev'ry heav'nly virtue did adorn, 
Mild as the ſplendor of the riſing morn, 5 
Yet firm, and fearleſs, in defence of right; = -( 
Unwon by flatt'ry, as unaw'd by might. of . 
A regular diſcretion he maintain'd ; 575 a 
From raſh and uſeleſs danger he refrain d; c 
He ſhun'd the perſecution of a foe, 6 
Where honor and fair conſcience would allow: * 
But where ſociety's moleſted good, 

Clearly demanded he ſhould be withſtood, 580 

No timid, paltry, prudence could controul, | « 

The fix'd and noble vigor of his ſoul. 


Gainſt 
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(a) 


Gainſt vice with gen'rous indignation mov d. 

In his heart's ardent language he reprov'd, 

The ſupercilious, ſmooth, bypocriſy, 585 
Of the proud Scribe, and treach'rous Phariſee. 
As the great cenſor ſcourges Virtue's foes, - 
What an exalted dignity he ſhews ! 

What nervous words! what manly eloquence ! 
What keen ſeverity ; what finiſh'd ſenſe ! 590 
Nor he his ſatyr pour'd on theſe alone; 

But laſh'd the haughty tyrant on the throne. 


And now his ſacred embaſſy to cloſe, - 
To heav'n-allied Jeruſalem he goes : 
And when the city he beheld, he ſaid, 
(And for its fate a tender tear he ſhed) | 
O hadſt thou known from whence thy bleſſings riſe! 
£ But now 'tis hid for ever from thine eyes; 
For as thou did'lt not thy Meſſiah know, 

** Lo! the day comes, when thy relentleſs foe, 600 


M * Shall 


595 


Line 392. The fame day there came certain of the Phariſees 
„ ſaying unto bim, Get thee out and depart hence: for Herod will 
« kill thee. And he ſaid unto them, Go ye and tell that Fox.“ 
(Luke, chap. xiii. ver. 31, 32.) Some commentators dwell with 


great admiration upon the propriety of calling Herod, (who was 
a ſubtle, bloody, and relentleſs tyrant,) a Fox. 


* 5 „ r ”_ 


: ( 8 ) 
Shall keep thee in by trenches round thee thrown; 
Thee and thy children in thee ſhall caſt down; _ 
Shall make thy fabrics level with the ground. 
And not one ſtone upon another found.” 

With extaſy, unfelt. before, the crowd, | 605 

Burſt with one voice in acclamations loud; 

At once on ev'ry fide Hoſannahs ring, 

To Davip's fon, to Iſrael's potent king; 

And ſome inſpir'd with active zeal, the road,, 

With garments and the palm's fair branches ſtrew' d. 

When this illuſtrious king his ſcepter ſway d, 

And his divine authority diſplay d, 

He gave not honors, titles, pow'r, or wealth, 

But happineſs, and fight, and ſpeech, and health. 

And to the ſacred temple as he went, 615 

With mercy big, and on ſalvation bent, 

The dumb, the ſkies with loud Hoſannah's tore; 

And the lame ran exultivgly before; 

While in his new-unfolded' ear, the ſound, 

The deaf, in rapturous amazement found; 620 
And 


Line 618, Kc. „Say to them that are of a faithful beart, Be 
2 N e, ſcar not: behold your God will come with vengeance, he 

* will come with a recompenes :- he will come and ſave you. Then 
the eyes of the blind ſhall-be opened, and the ears of the deaf ſhalk 
be unſtopped. Then ſhall. the lame man leap as an hart, and the 
tongue of the dumb ſing: for in the wilderneſs ſhall waters break 
* out, and ſtieams in the deſert.” Iſaiah, chap. xxxv. 4, 37 6. 


eee . Pen 5 Bn 
( 83 ) 

And the blind, faw with heav'n's refreſhing __ 
The great, immortal, author, of all fight. 
The Saviov ns cometh; as the Seer of old. 
Big with the ſcenes of future days, formold. 
Daughter of Zion] raiſe thy cheetful voice | 655 
« O daughter of Jeruſalem, rejoice ! 
** Lowly, and meek, behold?! thy king appears; 
And wich him Juſtice and Salvation bears; 


Na more from Ephraim fhall the trumpet clang ; 


No more the deathful battle-bow ſhall twang j 636 
Nor in Jeruſalem, in pomp of wat, 

The horſe and chariot thunder to afar ; 

Peace to the heathen alſo he ſhall ſend, 

And his dominion oer the earth extend.” 

But they who in Jeruſalem bore ſway, 635 
With pride and ſelfiſhꝭ paſhons led away, 

Who wiſh'd for a Meſſiah that ſhould throw, 
Terror and deſſolation on each foe ; 

Like CæsAR, or like ALEXANDER, Wage, 

Eternal war, with unrelenting rage; 640 
And bear from conqueſt all the loud acclaim, 

Of worthleſs greatneſs, and inglorious fame: 
Theſe ſo obſcure a benefactor ſcorn'd, 

With garifh pomp and ſplendor unadorn'd : 
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Yet ſtung, inflam'd; by envy, and by hate, 645 
Intent to ſeize, his death they meditate. 
When la! a falſe diſciple there appear'd, 
To whom alone his lord was unindear'd ; ' 
(A ſelfiſh, inſincere, cold-hearted, man, 
Whoſe narrow, worldly, prudence was his bane e 
And ſtruck a cov'nant for a trifling pay, 
His friend, companion, tutor, to betray. 
The love of money, urg'd him, and we find, 
This was the maſter- paſſion of his mind; 
For when the traitor kept their little ſtore, 635 
He ſtole what charity deſign d the poor. 
O thou, my ſon, who wiſhes happy days, 
The grace of heav'n, man's unſuborned praiſe, 
This ſcoundrel paſſion from thy boſom wring F 
*Tis venomous as is the diplas' ſting, - 669 
That gives an unextinguiſhable thirſt, 
And makes us, having our deſires, accurſt. 
For ſhould it ever taint thy wholeſame heart, 
Some means of fell perdition will impart, 
Tho' not ſo great, to that excels ſupreme, 66; 
Wich this foul ulcer, this opprobrious theme. 
And ah what heart, could have conceiv'd their aim? 
What tongue, the horrid ſequel can proclaim ? 


Sce 
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Whom do they ſpurn, and load with ev'ry wrong? 
Whom, like a felon, do they drag along? 60 
Whom do they mock, and buffet with the rod | © 
My Lord, my King, my Saviour, and my God? 

See where they lead, their helliſh rage to wreak, | 
See where they nail, (I tremble while I ſpeak,) 


On yonder tree, the earth's eternal King, 675 
'Thro' whom light, life, and all creation ſpring ! 
How his wounds blacken ! and his body wreathes ! 


Yet tortur'd thus he naught but pity breathes! 
How his heart heaves with bitter agony ! 


Look down from thy triumphant infamy ! 680 


O meek, and ſpotleſs ſufferer, look down! 

More honor'd thus, than with a dazzling crown! 

He leans his head upon his ſacred breaſt, 
O'er-whelm'd with ſorrows, and with pain oppreſt; 
The ſun, diſguſted at the ſight retires; - 685 
Hark to that groan profound! he now expires ! 
The temple rends, rocks burſt, and all around, 
Trembles, with formidable pangs, the ground ; 

The graves are open'd, and the dead ariſe ; 

Ah deed of horror! day of dire ſurprize ! 690 


Which are the quick ? the dead ?-my fainting heart! 


Nature with her Creator will depart! 
| My 
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My mighty Mafter! and my Saviour bleſt! 
Worthy in deareſt love to be addreſt! :e 
O for a Seraph's voice, a Seraph's fire? 695 
Far all that heav'n propitious could inſpire! 
To the ſublimeſt notes my harp to raiſe, 
And {ing thy glories with becoming praſe! 


— _— # 


Line 692, Oun Saviovuk is here called the Creator of Nature, 
not as the original ſupreme author of all things, but as the ſecond 
principle, or miniſter, rough whom, God kimfelf, mediately 
framed every thing. St. Pau L writes, Ephe. iii. 9g. And to make 
<« all men ſee what is the fellowſhip of the myſtery, which from the 

beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all 
6 things by Jes us CHrIST.” And again, Hebrews 1. 1, 2. GOD 
© who at ſundry times and in divers manners ſpake in time paſt unto 
the Fathers by the Prophets, hath in theſe laſt days fpoken unto gs 
*© by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom 
5: alſo he made the worlds.” 
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OF THE 
FOURTH BOOK. 


The Deſcription of the foretold DeſtruQion of je- 
ruſalem interwoven in the Poem, as from thence 
may be drawn, an important and ſolid argument 
in favor of Chriſtianity.---Tirtus, (the preſump- 
ve ſucceſſor to the Roman Empire,) appears be- 
6 fore che city Caſts trenches round it, when the 
; Jews are allembled for the celebration of the Paſſ- 
; ovcr---As the beſieged make their eſcape from 
the city, they are taken by the Romans and eru- 
cified.—-So many are crucified, that at laſt no 
wood to make the croſſes can be faund, or ſpace 
wherein io fix the crofles when made The a- 
venging hand of Gap may be traced. in this. 
Great ſigns, and fearful fights, as faretald by Quz 
SAvieuR+--Mmentianed alſo by T actrus.—-A Ro- 
man ſoldier throws a flaming brand. into the tem- 
ple though the Emperor had given deciſive com- 
mands to the army, that it ſhould be ſpared, That, 


and the whole city, are burnt to the ground. 


aſc. * Poon 
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AR GUM E N. 


The prophegy of Oyx Savioun;i is literally Full: 


filled.--The deſtruQion is ſo complete, chat one 
ſtone is not left upon another.“ - Compaſſionate 
reflection on the fate of Judza--Her future glory. 

Reaſoning on the prophecy of the deſtruttion of 
Jerdfalem---The prophecy muſt have come from 
Gop- The minute particulars that it deſcribes, 
could not have been declared by chance.---It is 
allowed to have been divulged before the event. 


It is a ſtrong proof of the truth of the Goſpel. 
On the internal evidence that the Goſpel bears-- 


Of the letter, and the ſpirit, of the Goſpel---of 


the advantages ariſing from the latter---of the 
- meckneſs---of the unſhaken reſolution that is be- 
coming in a Chriſtian.---Though he ſhould obey 
legal and juſt authority, he is injoined to be free, 
and not the ſervant of mankind.---Tyrants, near- 


ly as much reprobated by the Goſpel, as blaſphe- 


- mers.---It is not churliſhly ſevere, but permits a 
- reaſonable gratification ef our defires---on the 
| delights it affords here---Promiſes a glorious tri- 


umph over death---and to thoſe who pradtiſe its 


rules, ſupreme and never-fading honor, and hap- 


pineſs, hereafter.---Conclufion. | 


— 


* 
— 
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BOOK the FOURTH. 


U T now, O Muſe ! in other ſtrains relate, 


Superb Jeruſalem's predicted fate. 700 
And lo! the minifter of wrath, appears, , 
And in his train in gloomy pomp he bears, | 
War, famine, and deſtruction, leaſh'd like hounds, 


That pant howe er for freedom from their bonds. 


The ſpoil-devoted city with ſurprize, 70 


See high encircling trenches round her riſe ; 
When all her num'rous children ſhe contain'd, 
Who at a ſolemn feſtival remain'd ; 
O'er all the land Rome's rav'ning eagle flies, 
And to a deſart turns a paradiſe : 710 
Yet in her boſom fierceſt fattions rage, 
Which not the public danger can aſl wage ; 
Mad diſcord, pleas'd with her torne robe, was there, 
Who with grim aſpett follow'd blood-ſtain'd war. | 
Famine, who mow'd her thouſands to the ground, 
In ghaſtly ſtate ſtalk'd horrible around ; 
= And 
Line 701. Moſt of the following circumſtances relative to the 


hege and deſtruQion of Jeruſalem, are taken from JoSEPHUS's 
Hiſtory of the Jewiſh Wars, which is bighly deſerving of peruſal. 
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And her deteſted ſteps ſhe bent where er. 


She reign'd a ſolitary tyrant there: 

From which as many ſtrive their flight to make, 
Their flight the watchful Romans overtake; 720 
And urg'd by an invet'rate hatred's gall, 

Their quiv'ring bodies on the croſs they nail. 

At laſt no wood to make them can be found, 

Or where to place them no uncumber'd ground, 
So many round the city did they rear, 225 
On which their captives parched in the air. 
Ah blind to truth! ah faſcinated race! 
Not God's avenging hand in this to trace! 
And wonder-moving ſights, and ſigns, from heav'n, 
In terrible magnificence are giv'n; 730 


vet 


Line 729, and 790. OUR SAviouk ſpeaking, (before the event} 
of the deſtruction of Jeruſelem, ſays, And great earth-quakes ſhall 
be in divers places, and famines, and peſtilences; and fearful fights 


and great ſigns ſhall there be from heaven.” Luke, ch. xxi. v. 11. 


Tacirus, fpeaking of it, (after the event) ſays, Evenerant pro- 
digia que ncque hoſtiis neque votis piare fas habet gens ſuperſtitioni 
obnoxn, religionibus adverſa. Viſæ per cælum concurrere acies, ru- 
tilantia arma, et ſubito nubium igne collucere templum. Expaſſe 
repente delubri fores, et audita major humana vox, excedere deos: 
fimul ingens motus excedentium, Quz pauci in metum trahobant : 
pluribus perſuaſio inerat, antiquis ſacerdotum literis contineri, eo ip- 
ſo tempore fore ut valeſceret oriens, profectique Judæa rcrum poti- 
tentur. Lib. 5. cap. 13. hiſtor. NY 


CP - 
Yet the beſieg d hence new reſolve aſſume, 


And on Gop's former gifts themſelves they plume; * 


From which to wildeſt follies they are borne, 

And all the terms of a ſurrender ſcorn. 

E'en in recital, their portentous crimes, 735 
Surprize and terrify ſucceeding times ; A 
'Twas there, (ah horrid deed!) with hunger wild, 
The wretched mother fed upon her child: 


And ſullen eye, and madding mind to dare. 


For there with her diſhevel'd, uncouth hair, | | 
4 


Whate'er extravagant, ſat blaſphemous deſpair. 


At laft, tho' long with-held by frantic deeds, 
The Roman intrepidity ſucceeds ; 
The city, whilom heav'n protected, falls, 
And bows her lofty and wide-ſpreading walls. 745 
From ev'ry ſide impetuous ruſh her foes, 
Like a vaſt river that it's banks o'er-flows. 
Cruel and fierce, as ev'ning wolves, they rage, 


Nor can their emp'ror's voice their heat aſſwage; 


It blazes uncontroul'd, and he, in vain, 750 


DireQs them from the temple to abſtain: 
N 2 For 


Line 738. The particulars of this feral wickedneſs, of which as we 
read we ſhudder, are fully deſcribed by Jos E HUS. It is mentioned 
here to ſhew that the prophecy of Mos Es [for which fee the begin» 
ning of the preface] was fylfilled, 


-——_— + Ia. a» We - - — - 


(92) 
For in defiance of his known command, 
A ſoldier throws within a flaming brand. | 
Ah what ayail'd, as heav'n its fall had doom d, 
The gay magnificence with which it bloom'd! 755 
Its precious ſtores of conſecrated things! _ 
Iis gifts thro' many an age from mighty kings! 
Its gold, and dazzling ſplendors, which afar, 
Shone like a meteor blazing in the air ! 
Ah what avail'd, the art with which 'twas rear'd, 760 
And there that Gop's dread preſence had appear'd* 
Its gorgeous beauties by the foe were cruſh'd, 
And with the beſom of deſtruction bruſh'd, 
Where ſtood the wrath-ſtruck city, did appear, 


As if no dwelling ever had been there. 765 


And 


Line 735. Sce the deſcription of the temple, in Jose Hus's 
Jewiſh Antiquities. 


Line 765. c. JOSEPHUS, in the Wars of the Jews, book vii. 
ch. 18. has theſe words, {which I am ſorry I have not an opportunity 
of tranſcribing, according to a more elegant tranſlation than that by 
 L'EsTRANGE,] ©& Thus was. Jeruſalem taken and utterly deſtroyed 

in the ſecond year of VESPASIAN ; having been five times taken 
before.“ And again he ſays, © This was in fine the iſſue of the 
© ſiege, and when the ſoldiers had neither rapine nar bloodſhed for 
© their ſpleens to work upon [as they would not have been idle if they 
© had had matter) T1TUs ordered them to lay the city and temple 
level with the ground, and leave nothing landing but the three fa- 
% mous Turrets, Phaſael, Hippicos, and Mariamne, that overtop'g 
* all the reſt, and a piece of awall ta the weſtward pf the town, where 


6c ke 
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And as Oux Savious his diſciples told, 
Deigning the book of future times unfold, _ - 
«+ Its fabrics all were level with the ground, 
Nor was one ſtone upon another found.” 


Ah wretched, ſpurn'd, Judea! doom'd to mourn, 
Thy borders ravag'd, and thy laurels torn 3 
Thy few ſurviving children led afar, 
To grace the conqueror's triumphant car, 
Or ſold as flaves, and ſcatter'd o'er the world, 
As the looſe ſtubble by the ſtorm is hurl'd. 780 
The white wing'd day, ſhall come, when thou no 

more, 


Thy torne and whither'd laurels ſhall deplore, 
Which 


« he deſigned a garriſon; the towers to remain as ſo many monuments 
© to poſterity of the Roman power and conduct in taking them. This 
© order was pundtually executed, and all the reſt laid ſo flat, that the 


* place looked as if it had never been inhabited. This was the end 

ty * of the Jeruſalem faction, a mad and ſeditious people: and this was 

yy * « alſo the end of the moſt glorious city in the univerſe.” T1Tus, as 

* we are here told, after the attack ordered the temple as well as the 

en eity to be laid level with the ground. In a preceding part of the Hiſ- 

he tory however we are told, that before and during the attack, he gave 

for particular and deciſive commands to his ſoldiers that the former ſhould 
hey be ſpared. | 

ple | | | | "Bo: 
: fa- Line 781, &c. St. PAUL ſays, (addreſſing himſelf to the Gentiles) 

P'& For I would not brethren that ye ſhould be ignorant of this myſtery 

here " [leaſt ye ſhould be wiſe in your on conceits] that blindneſs in part 

© ke 
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Which on thy en exalted, ſhall be ſeen, 

Complete for ever, and ſor ever green! Ky. 
Sceptie, to reaſon, now awhile attend, 785 

Which with her melody the muſe ſhall blend ; - 

Reaſon, which vainly-you profeſs to know, 

Which panders much, and which determines flow ; 

And then invet'rate prejudice wilt grant, | 

(As on the theme we penſwely defcant,) 790 

This fam'd prediction could have only flow'd, 

From the omnicient mind itſelf of Gop, 

Which paſt, and future, as the preſent, fees, 

_ For with the prophecy th' event agrees. 

Could chance, (the thought is too abſurdly bold!) 

Have each minute particular foretold ? | 

That in that very age, could chance have faid, 

E'er ſome who heard were number'd with the dead, 

When all her children were aſſembled there, | 

Againſt the wrath-doom' d city ſhould appear, 800 

The deſolating foe, with armies vaſt, 

Who all around th' incircling trench ſhould caſt ? 

| Could 


© 15 happened unto Iſrael, until the fullneſs of the Gentiles be come 
in. And fo all Iſrael ſhall be ſaved : as it is written there ſhall come 
out of Sion the deliverer, and ſhall turn away Th l from 
Jacob.“ Romans, chap. ii. ver. 23, 26. 


- 


me 
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( 95 ) 
Could it each nicer fact have prophecyed, .. 
Which all were moſt exactly verified? 
That twas a prophecy, that twas declar d, oh 
Before the circumſtance itſelf appear'd, 
Is controverted, doubted yet by none, 
And faithful hiſtory the fact will own. 
Now ſceptic, anſwer, tell the conſequence, 
That ſimply, naturally flows from hence, 810 
Tis that our faith is true, and comes from Go», 
Which ſpite of ſtubborneſs muſt be allow'd. 
What feint objection can to this be made? 
Or can elab'rate ſophiſtry evade ? 


To candor, reaſon, does it not appear, - 815 


Too ſtrong for cavil, and for doubt too clear? 


- 
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Line 797. OUR SAVIOUR ſays, in reference to the deftrution 
of Jeruſalem, (as it will appear to an attentive reader of the Evan- 
geliſts,) © Verily 1 ſay unto you, this generation ſhall not paſs, till 
all theſe things be fulfilled.” (Matth. chap. xxiv. ver. 34.) And 
he ſays to Peter of John. If I will that he tarry till I come, what 
is that to thee ?” (John chap. xxi. ver. 22.) The coming of Chriſt 
in the language of the New Teſtament, very frequently means the 
deſtruction of Jeruſalem, which event the Apoſtle John ſurvived. 

Live $05, 806. St. MaTTHEw, St. MARK, and St. Luk E, 
mention the prophecy of the deſtruction of Jeruſalem ; and it is al 
lowed that they wrote their Goſpels before the event. St. Mar- 
THE u is faid to have written his fix years after the death of CHAIN 
and he and St. MARK are known to have died before the completion 
of the prophecy. It is uncertain when St Luxe died. St. Jonn 


who wrote his Goſpel aſter its completion, mentions nothing of that, 
nor of the prophecy. 


Nor can it be improper to appeal, 
As a collat'ral proof, to what we feel; 
To that internal evidence it bears wy 


- 


Which irreſiſtible to moſt appears. 825 
The heav'nly tenor of its doQtrines ſhews, | 
That from the ſource of ev'ry good it flows; 

For to ſuch heigth our nature they refine, 
They make the human, ſomewhat the divine : 

If its mild genial ſpirit we purſue, 825 
And its deſtructive letter we eſchew : . 
The letter leads to miſery and death, 

The ſpirit is th' Eternal's living breath. 

How happy is the man whom that inſpires, 

With its bleſt movements, and its ſacred fires! 830 
To whom the glory and the bliſs is giv'n, 
To be the friend of Gop, the heir of heav'n, 

He feels no terror, and no pang that tears, 
In his corre& and temp'rate breaſt he bears, 
IDS A ſet- 


Line 825, 826. St. PAUL ſays, Our ſufficiency is of God. 
© Who hath alſo made us able miniſters of the New Teſtament, not 
« of the letter but of the ſpirit : for the letter killeth, but the ſpirit 
te piveth life.” Second Epiſt. Corinth. chap. iii. ver. 5. 6.---The 
difference bctween the letter and the ſpirit of the Goſpel is pointed 
out with great judgement in a Paraphraſe on the four Evangeliſts by 
Dr. SAMUEL CLARKE, It is a book which merits the attention 
of every Chriſtian, 


— IT 3 
A ſettled peace which nothing can controul, 895 
The calm eternal ſunſhine of the ſoul. | 

| Tho' to the ſea the mountains ſhould be caſt, 

And tho' its waters bellow thro' the blaſt, 

And tho' the mountains like a leaf ſhould ſhake, 
With the wild ſwelling that the ſea doth make, 840 
Yet as he knows himſelf of heav'n approv'd, 

He would e'en then be equal, and unmov'd. 

No dupe he is, tho' fraught with boundleſs love, 
As ſerpents wiſe, tho' harmleſs as the dove ; 


Firm, but not furious ; without dazzling clear : 845 

Meek, but not mean; and humble, without fear. 

His are the pleaſures, of the temp'rate mind, 

Where mildneſs, dwells with chaſtity refin'd. 

How ſweeter, than mad anger's headlong guſt, 

Its fierce convulſions, or the pangs of luſt! 830 

But if thou think'ſt that happineſs can riſe, 
From the contam'nate ſource of ſenſual joys, 

In ſenſe go wallow, as in mud the ſwine, 

Immerge in floth, luſt, gluttony, and wine: 

The pure ethereal ſoul with theſe pollute, 855 

And o'er inſulted man, exalt the brute. 

Yet ſoon deceiv'd, 'tis baſe thou wilt confeſs, 


In animal delight to ſeek for happineſs ; 
n O Which 


— — 
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Which. brutes themſelyes with truer pleaſure know, 
For then like thee reflection gives no woe; 860 
No anxiqus cares for future hoards annoy, 

Their low, but undiſturb'd, and even, joy, 

And ah my ſon of anger much beware, 

For that to hell, like treach'rous wealth, is nears 
On either fide of which, their palaces appear. 865 
And if thy foe, is with reſentment fierce, 

Eager with words or ſteel thy heart to pierce, 


Make him not more ſo by affronts, but ſwage, 
And melt by kindneſs his pernicious rage; 


Good thus anlook'd for mildneſs will impart, 870 
And ſoften any but a ſavage heart. 

But if thy proud and thy revengeful mind, 
To theſe mild arts of love be diſinclin'd, 


On each offence thy hand indignant raiſe, 


Or draw thy ſword, and like a fire-work blape; 875 
To thee intemperate, perhaps, the ſword, 
The death thou wiſheſt others may afford. 


But tho when wrong'd, the Chriſtian ſhould be 
meek, | 


Nor wild revenge from his own hand ſhould feek ; 


Yet in that caule where virtue urges on ; 880 
Where much for man by firmneſs may be won ; 
To 
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To which the love of human nature moves; 

That juſtice and that wiſdom well approves ; 

Not earth, not hell, ſhould in the leaſt controul, 

The ger. tous purpoſe of his daring ſoul, _ 885 

He is humanely, regularly brave, M 

And nobly ſcorns to be of pow'r a flave; 

A lav ring ſycophant, or truckling tool; 

' Obedient tho to juſt and legal rule; 

{ Jonſcious that he who thwarts well-ordered laws 

Upon himfelf dread condemnation draws, ) 

And not forgetful, that he is injoin'd, 

Be free, and not the ſervant of mankind. 

And if he bears of pow'r, the ſacred truſt, 

To thoſe from whom that pow r proceeds, he's juſt; 
| 0 5 Nor 


Line 884. There are ſome W who imagine that Chriſtianity 
injoins us, like my Lady's Gentle woman, only to ſay and to do ſoſt 
things. They are miſtaken. It injoins us in the defence of truth, to 
be intrepid as lions. Our Saviour ſatitizes the Scribes and 
2 in the moſt nervous and emphatical language. Ye ſer- 

pents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye eſcape the damnation 
« of hell?“ Matth. xxiii. 33. And he ſays to his diſciples, © Be not 
* afraid of them which kill the body, and after that have no more 
** that they can do; but I will forewarn you whom ye ſhall fear, fear 
„him ho after he hath killed, hath power to caſt into hell.” Luke 
xii. 4, 5. And St. Paul, ſays, (meaning to recommend it,) © Ye 
have not yet reſiſted uato blood, ſtriving againſt fin.” Hebrews, 
xii. 4. 


Line 893, * Ye are bought with a price; be ye not the ſervants 
of men.” 1, Epiſt. Corinth. chap. vii. ver. 23. 
| * 


60 
Nor aims a gen'rous people to oppreſs, 
But blended knows their mutual happineſs. 
Heav'n ſhuts gainſt tyrants its eternal door, 
And ſcarce deteſts the foul blaſphemer more. 
And our bleſt Lord, ambition to reprove, 900 
To teach content, and unaſſuming love, 
With humble meekneſs, bending unabaſh'd, 
With his own hands, the feet of his diſciples waſh'd, 
Nor, ſceptic, ſay, deceiv'd, or with the aim, 
The will-full aim its precepts to hlaſpheme, 905 
Nor ſay, the Goſpel churliſhly ſevere, 
Bids us from nature's juſt deſires forbear. 


Tho' lawlels luſt it checks, it will approve, 

The tender pleaſures of connubial love. 

And tho* by pity mov'd to thoſe who weep, - 919 

Our eyes in ſympathetic tears we ſteep, | 

Yet where of mirth reſounds the lively voice, 

We there in mirth accordant ſhould rejoice : 

For our great maſter at the nuptial feaſt. 

Of which he kindly ſhar'd, an humble gueſt, 915 
Dil- 


Line 896. But Jefus called them unto him and ſaid. Ye knew 
* that the princes of the Gentiles exerciſe dominion over them, ang 
they that are great exerciſe authority upon them. But it ſhall not be 
ſo among you; but whoſoever will be great among you, let him be 
« your ſervant : even as the ſon of man came not to be miniſtered 
-M unto but to miniſter, and to give UT UE 2 ramſom for many.“ 
Matth. chap. xx. ver. 25, 26, 27, 28. 

Line 908-.---90g. Epiſt. Corinth. chap. vii. ver. 2, 5, 4, 4 
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Diſdain'd with ſour auſterity annoy. 

The temp'rate pleaſures of a decent joy ; 

And as he deign'd the hallow'd bliſs to join, 

Th' obedient water, colour'd into wine.--- 
O Muſe! on the lav'd theme, delighted dwell, 920 
With growing rapture, of its bleflings, tell ! 

In pain, tis pleaſure ; and in ſickneſs, health; 

In forrow, friends; and een in begg'ry, wealth. 
And it declares, (ah highly pleafing thought ! 

With a perennial ſource of comfort fraught!) g25 
That thou whoſe with'ring and infectious breath, 
Fervades thro' nature, all-ſubduing death ! . 
Declares the glad auſpicious day will come, 

When thou thyſelf, thyſelf, ſhall meet thy doom: 
Thou tyrant mercileſs | thou gormand fell! ago 
Thou king of dread! thou meagre hound of hell 
Thy dart be broken ! harmleſs be thy ſting! 

And all thy min'ſters, vaniſh with their king! 
Then the elec, ſhall enter that abode, 


j Prepar'd for virtue by a bounteous Gon, 935 
4 The Captain of Salvation at their head, 

3 Under whoſe banner they have fought or bled; 

0 Where its bright guerdon ſhall receive each worth; 
C Where as the ſun the righteous ſhall ſhine forth ; 


Ta”. 


r . 
To whom in bliſs eternal ſhalt be givin, 940 
All the magnificent ſuperb of heaven; | 
Where the calm breaſt ſhall never heave a figh, 
Nor ever tear ſhall trickle from the eye; 
Where the ſun's ſeat no more they ſhall deplore ; © 
Where thirſt and hunger ſhall diſturb no more ; 
But they ſhall be by their Redeemer fed ; = 
By him to living founts-of water led ; 
Supremely bleſt in everlaſting joy, 
That ncver palls, and never knows annoy uy 
Greater than aught luxuriant fancy feigns, 9 50 
When in wild pleaſure unconfin'd ſhe reigns ; 
When they ſhall drink of rivers of delight : 
In the glad confines of celeſtial light ; 
And brilliant on their foreheads bear diſplay'd, 
A crown of glory that will never fade; 95 5 
When laughing ſcenes to charm the light appear; 
And heav'nly OY; delights i the car, 


In 


© Line 941. © They ſhall hunger no more, neither thirſt any more; 
neither ſhall the ſun tight on them, nor any heat. For the lamb 
* which is in the midſt of the throne ſhall feed them, and ſhall lead 
them unto living fountains of waters; and God ſhall wipe away all 
© tears from their eyes.” Revelations, chap. vii. ver. 16, 17. 

Line 937. © And I heard as it were the voice of a great multi» 
e tyde, and as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty 
** thunderings, ſaying, Alleluiah : for the Lord God omnipotent 
 feigneth. Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him.“ 
Revelation, chap. xix. ver. 6, 7. 


( 103 9 o 
In all th' etherial hoſts triumphant ſtrain, 
That thou Loxp Gop, omnipotent doſt reign. 


And now no more like mariner forlorn, 960 
At random by the winds and billows borne, 
Perplex'd, I wander in a ſea of doubt, 

Without a compals, and a ſtar without, 

By whofe unchanging luſtre I may guide, 

My veſſel, o'er the vaſt and trackleſs tide : 965 
For bright on high the ſacred ſtar appears; 

And ev'ry danger of the paſlage chears; 

Diredts me where my ſteady courſe to keep, 

And gilds the ſullen horrors of the deep. 
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